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QSOõer 
A publication of the  

Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 2346  

Appleton, Wisconsin 54912  
www.fcarc.club 

FCARC Officers 
 Presidentð Mike Moore (WI9MMM) 

 Vice-Presidentð Andy Lawton (AJ9L) 

 Treasurerð Donna Mendyke (KC9THF) 

 Secretaryð Gene Wall (KE8KWF) 

 Membership Coordinatorð Karen Thorne (WB9ZNA) 

 Technical Directorð Larry  Peterson (WA9TT) 

 

Members At Large 

  Brian Miller (N9BAM) 

  Rudy Reynebeau (KD9RPW) 

  Mike Miller (KD9QHQ) 

On the cover:  A group of students from a local home school organization 
spent the afternoon learning about ham radio at the Neenah Public Library.  
Pictured on the cover, students are creating posters that depict the main points 
on a variety of topics that they learned about.  Each student presented their 
posters to the class before having the opportunity to get on the air. 
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Message From the Editor 

The Calm Before the Storm 
By Gene Wall (KE8KWF) 
FCARC Secretary and QSOôer Editor 
 

For our club members, March is the ñcalm before the storm.ò  What 
storm you ask?  Well, letôs take a look at what we have on the  
horizon. 
 
First, many of our club members are involved in county ARES/Skywarn groups.  In 
Wisconsin, April is when trained spotters are retrained by the National Weather Ser-
vice.  Ham radio operators prepare ñgo kitsò and mobile radios to spot storms and  
relay key information.  Their services are not scheduled, and often go unnoticed by 
the general public.   
 
The club calendar for May has us double booked on May 10 with support to Sole 
Burner and MS Walk.  Both of these events are outstanding opportunities for new 
hams to practice their hobby in a public service role.   
 
Flag Day will be upon us before you know it.  Whether you ride on the trailer or  
simply talk with the parade team from the side, your support  is greatly appreciated 
while we make the community aware of our capabilities. 
 
Why do I mention this so early in this monthôs newsletter?  The answer is simple.  
Many hands make for light work.  Our club is lucky to have so much talent under one 
roof.  Letôs share our talents without over taxing our volunteers.  If members can find 
just one activity per year to commit their time and talent to, the value of our hobby to 
the community goes up exponentially.  Use the calendar on our website or in this 
newsletter to find opportunities through the year and commit to just one event.  Donôt 
be afraid if this is your first time volunteering; weôve all been there and are happy to 
guide you along. Within a short period of time you will master whatever you are  
doing and walk away feeling like you made a difference.  How many hobbies can you 
think of that can do that? 
 
This issue is a little bit thin on content this month.  I didnôt get a lot of input so Iôm 
pulling from as many sources as I can.  Iôm always looking for guest contributors! 
 
73, 
Gene (KE8KWF) 
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FCARC 2025 CLUB DUES 
 
This is just a friendly reminder to make sure your 2025 dues are paid.  You can make 
your payment on our club website, via mail, or at our next general membership meet-
ing.  Your dues help maintain our repeaters, add new capabilities for club members to 
use, and upgrade existing club equipment.  Thank 
you to all members who have already paid; your con-
tinued support is appreciated. 
 
Full, Associate or Retired - $20.00 
Student - $10.00 
Family - Full Member, plus $5.00 for each additional 
family member residing at the same address.  
 
Instructions for how to pay online are found on page 
6. 

Shack of the Month 
Rod Roller (K6ROD) 

This month QSOôer features the ham shack of Rod Rolelr.  Rodôs  shack contains 
UHF, VHF, and HF capability in both base station and mobile configurations. 

Top Shelf:  (L-R) MFJ-867 ï VHF/UHF Giant SWR/Wattmeter, antenna switch (gray box under 
monitor), external monitor for his HF radio, MFJ 30A switching power supply.   
 
On the desk:  (L-R) MFJ Delux Versa Tuner underneath a  Yeasu FTM 200DE, Yeasu G-1000 
Rotator Controller, Yeasu FT-DX10 HF radio, Collins 30L-1 Linear Amplifier. 
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How To Pay Your Dues On HamClubOnline 

Step 1:  Login into the HamClubOnline.com website. 

Step 2:  Sign in to the website with 
your login and password. 

Your email 

Step 3:  Once logged in, in the center of the page, click on the FCARC link.  You will 
notice that once you pay your dues, your dues expiration date will update.  This is what 
it looks like for Gene Wall (KE8KWF).  Yours will look like this after you pay. 

Step 4:  There is a menu of options on the 
left side of the page after you log in.  Se-
lect the option for ñAdd Membership Time/
Make a Paymentò 

Step 5:  Click the Big Blue Button in the middle of the page.  A new page will open up 
with your personal information.  Follow the online ordering prompts for a secure pay-
ment via credit card through Square payment system.  And that is all there is to it!   

 
Welcome back to the club. 
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March FCARC General Membership Minutes 
By: Gene Wall, KE9KWF 

 
FCARC General Membership 

Meeting Minutes 
March 17, 2025 

 
Per the organization bylaws, a quorum was achieved.  There was a quorum with a total number of 45 in at-
tendance.  Mike Moore (WI9MMM) called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm.  Roll call was taken by all mem-
bers in attendance.  The meeting was held in the commons of the Maplewood Middle School instead of our 
normal meeting location. 
 
The Elmer of the Evening was Gene Wall, KE8KWF. 
 
Committee Reports 
Secretary ï Gene Wall (KE8KWF) ï The minutes of the last meeting were provided in the February 
newsletter for review and comment.   

Treasurer ï Donna Mendyke (KC9THF) ï Donna was not able to make the meeting. 
Membership Coordinator ï Karen Thorne (WB9ZNA) ï Karen has volunteered to be our membership 
coordinator.  She was unable to attend the meeting. 

Technical Director ï Larry Peterson (WA9TT) ï The tech tip for the evening was on the topic of installing 
an Anderson Power Pole.  He demonstrated how to put the Power Pole connectors on the end of the 
wires, demonstrated the tools needed, and provided advice on how to troubleshoot possible prob-
lems with making and maintaining the connectors. 

Members at Large ï If you have an idea for a program that you can give or would like to see, please 
speak to Mike (KD9QHQ), Rudy (KD9RPW) or Brian (W9BAM). 

Special Committees 
Repeater Committee ï Andy Lawton (AJ9L) ï all repeaters are working fine. 
Website Committee ï Dave Sprangers (ND9DW) ï  as of the meeting time, the website is up and 
running. 

License testing ï Rick Kosiorek (WJ9K) ï  The next testing will be on March 22, 2025, at Maple-
wood Middle School Community Room. 

Public Information ï Carol Young (W9PIO) ï Carol has been working on several other projects 
beside the duties associated with Public Information.  Further information about Carolôs pro-
jects are outlined later in the minutes. 

 
Special Business 
1.  Nominations For Ham of the Year (HOTY) ï  Jon Oldenburg (AB9AH) ï Jon was introduced to the 
club as our newest Ham of the Year.  He was greeted with a booming round of applause. 

2.  Elections for President, Membership Coordinator, and 3 Members-at-Large:  Mike (WI9MMM) in-
formed the club that the job descriptions for each of the positions that are up for reelection are post-
ed on Hamclub Online for the club membership to review. 

3.  Proposed By-Law Changes:  Mike (WI9MMM) reminded the club that any proposed changes to the 
bylaws need to be submitted to him by the Board of Directors meeting in April. 

 
New Business 
Digital Net Coordinator ï Mike Miller (KD9QHQ) ï Mike was unable to attend the meeting, however, 
Mike (WI9MMM) informed the club that Mike Miller is assuming the role of the clubôs digital net coor-
dinator. 

 
Old Business: 
Sole Burner ï Brian Long (KB9LRD) ï Brian was unable to attend the meeting to provide an update on 
the Sole Burner.  However, Mike (WI9MMM) informed the club that the event will take place on May 
10, the same date and approximate time as the Walk MS event. 

Walk MS ï Dave Sprangers (ND9DW) - Dave gave an update on the event.  He is looking for 8-10 oper-
ators to support the walking route from the stadium where the Timber Rattlers play, to the Fox Valley 
Technical College campus, and back. Sign ups are on the club website or see Dave after any meet-
ing.  Volunteers should plan to meet at 9:00 am and the event starts at the stadium.  The event starts 
at 10:00 am. 
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Flag Day Parade ï Larry Peterson (WA9TT) ï The parade will take place on June 14, 2025.  Larry gave 
an update on our offer to join the parade once again.  He will return the paperwork to let the event 
organizers know our intent to participate.  More info will follow at future meetings. 

Club Hamfests ï Carol Young (W9PIO) thanked the board for the approval of a budget to help expand 
our outreach.  Carol has arranged for both the Sunshine Swapfest and the fall Hamfest to be held at 
the Sunnyview Expo Center.  She has also coordinated for sponsors and items to give away at the 
events.  Finally, she created fliers that were distributed to HRO (Milwaukee), Wolf River Coils, etc., to 
help distribute the information. 

ARRL Field Day -  Mike informed the membership that the club is still searching for someone to take 
charge of the planning for ARRL Field Day. 

EAA Airventure ï Jon Oldenburg (AB9AH) gave an update on the planning.  Thus far he has told the 
EAA that the FCARC intends on participating at Kidventure again.  He also announced that the sign 
ups for the event will begin next month. 

Winter Field Day ï Mike (WI9MMM) reported that we had a good turnout and we scored twice the num-
ber of points that we earned on our first attempt. 

FCARC Banquet ï Mike (WI9MMM) reported that the the banquet was once again a great success.  
Mike thanked everyone who attended. 

Wisconsin QSO Party ï Brian Long (KB9LRD) was not at the meeting to offer comments.  Mike 
(WI9MMM) was impressed at the amount of activity on VHF for the contest.  He thanked everyone 
who participated. 

Club Dues ï Mike (WI9MMM) reminded everyone to renew your membership if you have not done so 
already. 

 
Technical Questions/Topic ï  None 
 
Show and Tell ï  
a. Chris (N9CVR) showed us his RSP1B, a software defined radio with a Raspberry Pi top, that he won 
at the Christmas Party.  

 

Program ï Mike (WI9MMM) gave a presentation on the role of ham radio operators in community service 
events.  The purpose of the presentation was to inform ham operators who have little or no experience in 
providing support to community service events.  He illustrated a typical timeline of events and description of 
duties for a ham operator. 
 
Adjourn at 8:00 pm 
 
Minutes Prepared by-    Reviewed by- 
Gene Wall (KE8KWF)    Mike Moore (WI9MMM) 
 

March FCARC General Membership Minutes (continued) 

Congratulations to all FCARC 
members who participated in the 
Wisconsin QSO Party.  No  
matter what the results are, the 
level of participation from our 
club this year was amazing.  
There were many ñfirstsô for club operators.  We proved what 
we can do as a team.  What else can we ask for?  Well done 
everyone!   
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Saturday, May 10, 2025 
 

FCARC Point of Contact 
Brian Long (KB9LRD) 

 
Volunteers are needed to help monitor 
the race route at key intersections 

around the southeast side of Appleton, 
and other duties as required.   

Saturday, May 10, 2025 

Saturday, May 10, 2025 
 

FCARC Point of Contact 
Dave Sprangers (ND9DW) 

 
Volunteers are needed to help monitor walkers along the route.  The 
walk begins at Neuroscience Field, home of the Appleton Timber Rat-
tlers.  The route progresses eastward towards Fox Valley Technical  

College and then back to Neuroscience Field. 
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Mastrant donated $100 worth of gift cards to 
the FCARC hamfest.  Thank you Mastrant! 
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A proud sponsor of the FCARC Hamfest!   
Thank you Radioddity!  

Shop Radioddity by 
scanning the QR code to the right 
or navigating in your browser to  

 

https://bit.ly/hamfest25 

Radioddity is sponsoring two radios for the FCARC hamfest 

The Radioddity GA-510 is a 10W, dual 
band radio with both UHF and VHF 
modes. You can set 2 frequencies or 

channels on the same screen and receive 
2 signals at the same time.  

With GC-5 amateur radio, you can communicate 
with both UHF and VHF dual bands. Stay informed 
with NOAA weather channels and FM reception. 
Switch between 12.5K or 25K wide band/narrow 
band for enhanced communication options. With 
999 memory channels, never miss a beat.  
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Fall Hamfest Volunteers Needed  
 

This fall, the FCARC is preparing to host one our largest hamfests ever!  We have 
sponsors lined up to offer hundreds of dollars in free prizes.  We may even see a few 
vendors that you only find at some of the biggest hamfests in America!  But this type of 
event does not come together on its own.  We need everyone's help to make this event 
a huge success. 
 
Volunteers are needed in the following areas: 
 

¶ Setup/Takedown 
¶ Advertising/Publication 
¶ Ticket Sales 
¶ Presentations/Forums 
¶ Kitchen/Food Area 
¶ Admissions/Raffle 

 
If you can donate even just a few hours to help in any one of these areas, please  
consider volunteering to help.  To sign up, visit the volunteer registration form at: 
 

https://bit.ly/2025hamfest 
 

Or scan the QR code to the right 
 
 
 
 
 
You may also contact the Hamfest chairperson directly with questions or to volunteer 
for any one of the many duties that are required. 
 

Carol Young (W9PIO) 
(920) 915-8960 

w9pio2024@gmail.com 


