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On the cover: Just a fun picture of a ham shack and a beautiful
don’t have a Shack of the Month in this issue. We’ll use the cov
tion of the newsletter.

Copyright © 2026, Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club, All Rights Reserved.



Page 4

Message From the Editor

Get Ready For Another Great Year
By Gene Wall (KESKWF)
FCARC Secretary and QSO’er Editor

We’re half-way through the month of February. The snow is disap-
pearing on the grass. Admit it, you are probably already thinking
about your spring chores around the house. As you are thinking about
everything you need to do, take a look at our club calendar and see if
you can fit a few of our activities into your busy schedule. Here are
some highlights of the events that will are approaching quickly.

First, we have our club annual banquet on February 28th. Information
on purchasing tickets can be found on page 6 of this edition of
QSO’er. Mike (WISMMM) needs a headcount by February 20, so
don’t wait to buy your tickets, or let Mike know you plan on attending.

In March, the Wisconsin QSO Party is scheduled for March 15. This
month, Brian (KBOLRD), has an article with information on how to par-
ticipate in this years event and defend the club against other clubs in
Wisconsin.

April welcomes warmer weather and Walk MS on April 28th, the annu-
al fundraiser held at Neuroscience Group Field, home of the Appleton
Timber Rattlers. Ham operators will monitor the walking route for
safety. This is an amazing opportunity for new hams to get started in
community service.

On the heels of Walk MS in April is the Sole Burner on May 9th. This
is also another fundraiser where operators help monitor the walking
and running route.

Then there is June with the Appleton Flag Day Parade, the first day of
Summer, and Field Day. Speaking of Field Day, we could use some
help with a member (or two) taking the lead on organizing our club’s
participation this year. Mike (WI9MMM) will be glad to talk with you
about this.

As we start a new year, take a moment and see which activities fit into
your busy life and join your fellow hams in some great camaraderie
and support in the community.

73 to all!

Gene (KESKWF)
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FCARC 2026 CLUB DUES

The 2026 club dues are now being accepted. You can pay your club dues with a credit card at the club web-
site, you can pay by cash or check at a general membership meeting, or mail a copy of the renewal form with
a check to the club PO Box. For 2026, our dues schedule will remain the same as 2025.

Full, Associate or Retired - $20.00

Student - $10.00

Family - Full Member, plus $5.00 for each additional family member residing at the same address.

Renew online at HamClubOnline.com. The instructions for renewing your membership are outlined below.

Step 1: Navigate to HamClubOnline.com. Login to the website at the top of the page.

Member Login:
E-Mail.  keSkwf@gmail.c Password.  sssssessessssnse

HamClubOnline@‘

Amateur Radio Club Managemen! System A

Step 2: Select the FCARC link near the middle of the page.

You are currently or the roster of the following HamClubOnline club:

Step 3: Select “Add Membership Time / Make a Payment.” Your menu of """ il
options may look different than the image to the right. i ‘ :

pfficer (Membership Expires: 2026-12-31)
the club name to enter the club menu.)

Step 4: Click the large blue button in the center of the page.

Click here to renew your existing membership! tems (Coming

Step 6. Enter your credit card number, expiration date, and CVV code from the back. Click the blue button
labeled “Pay $20.00 USD.”

Pay $20.00 USD

Follow the simple instructions on the subsequent pages. You will receive an email confirmation of your re-
newal via email.

Copyright © 2026, Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club, All Rights Reserved.
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FCARC Annual Awards Banquet
Saturday, February 28, 2026, 6:00 p.m.

3950 N Richmond St, Appleton (upstairs)

Cost: $30 per person, you buy your own drinks
Menu: Chicken & beef tips, mashed, corn, rolls.

PLEASE sign up and purchase your
tickets BEFORE February 20th.

Buy your tickets online at fcarc.club. Select the Annual Banquet menu and
follow the online prompts.

Contact Us WIPOTA Login

Silent Key Listing

The family of Brad Wessels (W9ZT), a recent silent key, has compiled a list of
equipment owned by Brad that they would like to sell. They have created a
consolidated list of each piece of equipment, along a picture and description.

The list of equipment can be downloaded at: https://bit.ly/w9zt_sk

In addition to the equipment listed in the linked document, the family will be
removing Brad’s antenna in April. A picture of his antenna is to the right.

FCARC members are invited to contact their family point of contact if interested
in purchasing any of Brad’s equipment. The family contact is Brad’s brother
Richard. He can be reached at ricwess@yahoo.com, or via phone or text at
505-389-3475.

Copyright © 2026, Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club, All Rights Reserved.
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January FCARC General Membership Minutes
By: Gene Wall, KEOKWF

FCARC General Membership
Meeting Minutes
January 19, 2026

Per the organization's bylaws, a quorum was achieved. There was a quorum with a total number of 42 in
attendance. Mike Moore (WI9MMM) called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Roll call was taken by all mem-
bers in attendance.

The Elmer of the Evening was Mike Moore, WIOSMMM.

Committee Reports

Secretary — Gene Wall (KEBKWF) — There were no formal minutes from December taken since we had
our holiday party.

Treasurer — Donna Mendyke (KC9THF) — Donna was unable to make the meeting.

Membership Coordinator — Karen Thorne (WB9ZNA) — Karen reminded those in attendance to renew
their 2026 dues.

Technical Director — Larry Peterson (WA9TT) — Larry showed the group a new end-fed, half-wave anten-
na. ltis a 65’ wire with a transformer with a 1:49 ratio on it in order to minimize the high impedance
at the end of the antenna. It is a 40-meter, 20-meter, 15-meter, and 10-meter antenna, with relative-
ly low SWR.

Members at Large — If any member has an idea for a program that you can give or would like to see,
please speak to Evan Vandenlangenberg (N9DU), Rudy Reynebeau (KD9RPW), or Rod Roller
(K6ROD).

Special Committees

Repeater Committee — Andy Lawton (AJOL) — Andy reported that the 143.33 MHz repeater was
not working for a short period, but is back in service.

Website Committee — Alex Fraundorf (NOLEX) — The website is up and running.

License testing — Rick Kosiorek (WJ9K) — Rick was unable to attend. The next testing will be on
January 24, 2026, at Fox Valley Technical College.

Public Information — Carol Young (W9PIO) — Carol was unable to attend.

Special Business
FCARC Renewal — Renewing online through Hamclubonline is the simplest way to renew your dues.
Ham of the Year nominations — Mike Moore (WI9MMM) called for any additional Ham of the Year
(HOTY) nominations.
Build Day: Build Day will be on March 21, 2026. The activity will build a Tape Measure Yagi.
2026 Hamfest: We have reserved the Sunnyview Expo Center for the 2026 Hamfest. The event will
take place on Sunday, November 7, 2026.

New Business
EAA Special Events Station: Jon Oldenburg noted that he is going to start the initial planning for the special event
station. Previous discussions about FCARC partnering with the ARISS representatives have resulted in the
decision to let ARISS work the event on their own. ARISS will be in a tent between the FCARC and Vette
Hanger, doing their own activity. More to come at future meetings.

Old Business:

Winter Field Day, January 24-25 — There were no members interested in leading a club field day. There
are opportunities at High Cliff and Appleton Memorial Park to participate with other ham operators.

FCARC Banquet — The next banquet will be on February 28, 2025. Mike Moore (WISMMM) explained
that this year’s event will be a little later in the month in order for members to return from Hamcation
and other vacations in Florida. The cost will be $30 per person, at the same location as previous
years (Holiday’s, 3950 N Richmond St, Appleton, WI 54913). The start time will be 5:30 p.m. Infor-
mation on signing up on the club website will be published shortly. This event is in lieu of the month-
ly membership meeting.

Wisconsin QSO Party: Brian Long (KBOLRD) announced that the Wisconsin QSO Party will take place
on March 15, 2026.

Copyright © 2026, Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club, All Rights Reserved.
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January FCARC General Membership Minutes (continued)
Technical Questions/Topic — None
Show and Tell —

1. Jon Oldenburg (AB9AH) — John showed off his Baofeng AR-152 radio, which is a knockoff of the Harris
PRC-152. This is a 15W radio. The cost is approximately $80.

Program — Notable Hams Through the Ages — Larry Peterson (WA9TT).
Adjourn at 8:40 pm

Minutes Prepared by- Reviewed by-
Gene Wall (KESBKWF) Mike Moore (WI9MMM)

RWEST MoiNTAloN (:(\Egé))

Strong partners and sponsors of the
FCARC Hamfest.

Shop West Mountain Radio online at
westmountainradio.com

RIGblasters Battery Analyzers Custom Power Cables
RIGrunners Audio Ware Custom Battery Boxes
DC Power Powerpole Cables More for Hams

Fox Valle

TECHNICAL COLLEGE #-
Knowledge That Works

We are having the March General Membership meetings at
Fox Valley Technical College
Room F108. Enter through Door 3
or Door 8 for easiest access.

See the next page for maps on where to park and enter the building.

Copyright © 2026, Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club, All Rights Reserved.
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Wisconsin QSO Party
Saturday, March 15, 2026

Hello all,

WIQP, the Wisconsin QSO Party 2026 (WQP) will be
held on March 15th, from 1:00 - 8:00 pm CST. This 7-
hour contest is for Wisconsin Hams to join in on the fun
of an ALL states and ALL province contest.

All bands/all modes (there is an exception for Digital

Mode) can be utilized. Please refer to the rules page at 080 PW

WARAC.org WQP.

The WQP is also a contest for any Ham Radio Club in Wisconsin who wishes to compete against oth-
er Wisconsin based Ham Radio Clubs.

The FCARC has done fairly well in this contest in the past, including a few awards for 1st place in the
club competition. However, each year the FCARC wins high marks in many categories.

In the 2024 contest, the FCARC high score and 1st place winner in HF Phone was KC KG9JP. KC
also had the club highest score.

Dustin Berg, W9SKY took 1st place in the VHF category. Dustin operated as a mobile station cover-
ing many counties, 2 meters all day long.

Chuck Skoning, KE9SA was the club’s high score for CW, not only last year, but for many years previ-
ously.

Overall, again the FCARC membership had the greatest number of participants with a staggering 4 x
the next club membership.

The FCARC is again asking you for your participation this year in the WQP. Help us work towards an-
other 1st place club aggregate score in 2026.

Springtime is a great time to get out mobile, or to enjoy one of the earliest ARRL sponsored radio con-
tests in the yearly calendar.

If you have any questions, or need help with a mobile route or a winning strategy? Or if you are won-
dering how you can best help the FCARC achieve another WIQP title, please contact me.

Call or text 920.205.2366
Email to (my call)@gmail.com
Direct Message - FCARC Facebook page

Brian L KBI9LRD i I
rian Long ( ) For more information and rules

governing the Wisconsin QSO
Party, visit:
https://warac.org/wqgp/wqp.htm

Copyright © 2026, Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club, All Rights Reserved.
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HamT hings)) @)

HamThings is owned by club member Chris N9CVR. We sell Fuse Blocks and VHF/UHF
antennas.

Talk to Chris, good on QRZ, or HamThings.com,
Use promo codes W9ZLCLUBPRICE and W9ZLHANDDELIVER

MNANA§U:.I;G NI

WHY GUY WITH
SYNTHETIC ROPES?

“W-c/

ZERD LIGHT EASY COST
INTERFERENCE WEIGHT HANDLING EFFECTIVE

v

WHY MASTRANT?
® DESIGNED FOR GUYING
® UV RESISTANCE®HIGH STRENGTH
® LOW ELONGATION - NO STRETCH ® WEATHER
DURABILITY® WIDE RANGE OF ACCESSORIES
AND “"MUST HAVES” FOR ANTENNA WORK

HOW?
®CHOOSE APPROPRIATE GUYROPE WE WOULD BE DELIGHTED TO SUPPORT YOU WITH YOUR FUTURE PROJECTS.
@ CALCULATE LENGTHS DON'T HESITATE TO ASK US AT INFOGMASTRANT.COMI
eTHINK ABOUT ITeDO IT
® REGULARLY CHECK IT WWW.MASTRANT.COM - Distributors on the web

Copyright © 2026, Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club, All Rights Reserved.
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Winlink Wednesday:
The Easiest and Quickest Way to Start Your Winlink Journey

by Gene Wall (KESBKWF)

Winlink Wednesday (https://winlinkwednesday.net/) is a fantastic way for amateur radio operators to hone their skills and prac-
tice sending and receiving vital communications. If you're looking for a simple yet effective way to improve your readiness for
emergency communication, then Winlink Wednesday is for you!

Participating is incredibly easy. First, you'll need a Winlink-capable setup. This typically involves a computer, a radio, and an
interface to connect them (like a soundcard interface or a TNC such as a Signalink or Rigblaster). The computer to radio setup
is identical to what you would use for Slow Scan Television (SSTV), which means you already have the equipment, or with a
little work, you can set yourself up for doing both Winlink AND SSTV. Many modern transceivers have built-in capabilities that
simplify this, or you can use software like Vara HF or Vara FM with a soundcard interface. All of the software is free to download
from the Internet. Once your hardware is set up, you'll install the Winlink Express software on your computer; another free soft-
ware available for download (visit winlink.org to set up a Winlink account and download the software).

Each Wednesday, the Winlink Wednesday team posts a simple prompt or message to be sent via the Winlink system. It could
be anything from a simple check-in to a short report or even a request for specific information. The goal is to compose your
message, connect to a Winlink station (either via HF radio, VHF/UHF packet), and send it off. The actual check-in takes less
than 5-minutes of your time.

What does participating in Winlink Wednesday do for your skills? Plenty! You'll become proficient in:

Software Operation: Navigating Winlink Express and its various features.

e Radio Configuration: Tuning your radio to the correct frequency and power levels for digital modes.

e Antenna Performance: Understanding how your antenna affects your ability to connect to distant Winlink stations.
e Message Formatting: Practicing clear and concise communication, crucial in emergency situations.

e Troubleshooting: Learning to diagnose and fix common issues that might arise during digital communication.

Participants on the Wednesday net are from all over the world. On February 11, 2026, there were a total 3,868 stations who
checked in from 55 states or territories and 51 countries! The Winlink Wednesday team creates a weekly participation map and
- . posts it to their website. A sample
~ map of the participants across the
United States is below

.%ﬂ FCARC members who regularly
check-in on the net are:

Mike (WI9MMM)
Evan (N9DU)

Mike (KD9QHQ)
Randy (KD9CLI)
Gene (KESKWF)

s!;:"‘u”:ﬁﬂsfmh” ungE e

R

v | Tapart lamas with thiz web page 10 Steve Paimer o bedzhpiarrl wer — T hizzarywap version & 04 - 04 40003¢

Any one of the club members listed above who are currently participating would be more than happy to help you get setup and
checking in on the net. Operators who check-in to the net 100 or more times are recognized with a certificate and their name
published online. The community refers to these as the Century Club (100+) and Century Plus (200+). Currently, 604 operators
have reached the Century mark.

Winlink Wednesday is a low-stress, high-reward activity that builds confidence and competence, preparing you for when these
skills truly matter. Give it a try this Wednesday!

Copyright © 2026, Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club, All Rights Reserved.



Looking to prevent unwanted signals
on HF frequencies?

Visit Our Website
Or Find us at a Swapfest.

C3

ELECTRONICS, LLC.

Our Products are Great for
Field Day, POTA,
or Contesting

Bandpass Filters & Mast Stand Holders

Bult Locally m Wisconsin!

G Electronics, LLC.

(920) 915-8960

www.c3electronicsllc.com
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Help Pass The HOA Legislation
To Eliminate HOA Prohibitions on
Amateur Radio Antennas!!!
Free The Antennal!!!

HOW CAN | HELP?

By sending a letter to each of your Congressional Representatives and your Senators. Is my individual letter im-
portant? YES — Representatives and Senators rely on constituent input to decide which bills to support. Your voice
counts.

BACKGROUND

The ARRL has successfully obtained Congressional support — both in the U.S. House of Representatives and the
U.S. Senate — to introduce legislation that, if passed, will eliminate HOA/private land use restrictions that prohibit
Amateur Radio operators from installing antennas at their residence.

WHAT ARE THE BILLS?

e U.S. House: H.R. 1094Introduced by August Pfluger (R-TX) and Joe Courtney (D-CT)
e U.S. Senate: S. 459 Introduced by Roger Wicker (R-MS) and Richard Blumenthal (D-CT)

Use the automated letter writing system setup online at

@ﬁ sin(e)

https://send-a-letter.org/hoa/ ,-'1‘:;:!-
or use the QR code to the right. J;Eﬁ;‘ :

- X i:

@“‘Imf‘z:fi‘ o 0

“This legislation is about restoring equal rights to licensed Amateur
Radio operators. These restrictions hinder not only the enjoyment
of Amateur Radio, but also its vital role in emergency communica-

tion during disasters.”

-- ARRL President Rick Roderick

Copyright © 2026, Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club, All Rights Reserved.
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Reprinted from On the Air Magazine
Hints & Hacks

Cable Marker

We all know what it’s like to have to crawl under a desk to plug

in a USB cable. It seems that you can never get the cable in the
right position the first time. To aid your endeavor, mark the cable
with white paint or even a bottle of white typewriter correction
fluid. Dab a spot on the top side of the USB cable, and you’re all
set (see Figure 1). Next time you grab the cable, you'll immedi-
ately know which side is “up.”

Tom Forrest, N4GVK

Figure 1: Place a drop of white paint on the top side of USB cables to assist in
orientation.

Copyright © 2026, Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club, All Rights Reserved.



Page 16

\ 7

Locally owned and operated. o SHOP ONLINE

https://www.amanoprintshop.com/
SHOP IN STORE
634 W Wisconsin Ave No minimum sized order required.
Appleton, WI 54911
Monday-Friday 10am-3pm, or by AMANDO
appointment PRINT HOUSE

/
’
¥

CALL SIGN g‘gé?;} {

|

\

. BLACK . APPLE RED . BLACK . APPLE RED . BLACK - APPLE RED

QSO’er Contributors Needed

Would you like to share something with club members but can’t make it to a meeting? Publishing your
item to share in the club newsletter will reach all members in an efficient manner. You don’t need to

worry about formatting or content. Submit your ideas in rough draft and they will be transformed into a
neatly fitting piece for the whole club to read.

Other items to consider submitting to QSO’er are:
e ltems for sale or swap

e Pictures of your ham shack

e Something new that you learned

To publish anything in a future newsletter, simply contact Gene (KES8KWF) and he will give you some
basic guidance on how and what to submit. Your content will be published in the next edition of the
QSO’er.

Copyright © 2026, Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club, All Rights Reserved.
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FCARC Build Day
Saturday, March 21, 2026

Immediately following the Ham License Testing

EASURE /
YAGI ANTENNA g

Unleash your inner radio wizard and turn a trip to the hardware store into a
high-performance signal-hunting machine! Building a Tape Measure Yagi is the
ultimate "ah-ha!" project for any radio enthusiast, blending DIY ingenuity with
serious scientific payoff. There is a genuine thrill in watching a handful of PVC pipe
and some hardware-store measuring tape transform into a professional-grade
directional antenna that can track satellites or pinpoint hidden transmitters during a
fox hunt.

Beyond the pure fun of the build, these antennas offer incredible value: they are
virtually indestructible, highly portable for field use, and provide a hands-on master-
class in antenna gain and directivity. Whether you're a seasoned ham or a curious
maker, nothing beats the satisfaction of hearing a crystal-clear signal pull out of the
noise using a beam you built yourself for less than the price of lunch!

The FCARC will be hosing the first “build day” of 2026, at

Fox Valley Technical College.
1825 N Bluemound Dr, Appleton, WI 54914
Room A160. Enter Door 15 from the north parking lot.

There is a nominal fee for the supplies. Watch the FCARC website and the club
Facebook page for additional details.

Copyright © 2026, Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club, All Rights Reserved.
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MEDAL HAM RADIO

NAME BADGES HAM ACCESSORIES
CUSTOMIZED CAPS HAM NOVELTY TEES
NAME & CALL TEES

Strong partners and sponsors of the
FCARC Hamfest.

https://hamradio.goldmedalideas.com/

e Radioddity

Y A Better Store

A proud sponsor of the FCARC Hamfest:
Thank you Radioddity:!

HANDHELDS MOBILE RADIOS
HF RIGS

http://radioddity.com

Copyright © 2026, Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club, All Rights Reserved.
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Social Saturday
March 7, 2026
9:00am ©

*»Q

Come for the bacon, stay for the
technical debates, and let’s see if we can
get our cholesterol levels as high as our
SWR. We promise the only "noise floor"
will be the sound of forks hitting plates.

We’re inviting all ham radio enthusiasts
to join us for a breakfast spread that has
more layers than a well-tuned Yagi and
better coverage than a hilltop repeater.
Whether your signal is 59 or you’re
feeling a bit QRM before your first cup of
coffee, our buffet is strictly "all-you-can-
eat"—no QRP (low power) appetites
allowed here!

Golden Corral
1169 North Westhill Blvd.
Appleton, WI 54914

FCARC Club Gear

On sale now at http://www.jse-repair.com

Contact Jeff on his website for information on
items that you don’t see, but would like. He
stocks and makes a wide variety of POTA
clothing and flags, hats, club shirts, as well as
radio covers.

WD8OIR

|

I

{

OPTIONAL NAME AND
CALLSIGN SHOWN

OPTIONAL BACK OF
JRCKET EMBROIDERY

S ECuAtnm. Embroideny & DT Printing
flats - Clockets - Shints

& 2009

FCARC welcomes your donations in sup-
port of our mission to serve amateur radio.
As a 501(c)(3) organization, your dona-
tions are tax-deductible. You can go to the
FCARC website

and click on the Donate

“Donate”
button.

— S

GOT QUESTIONS? CALL our Google
Voice Information Phone Number
920-358-0118

@ If you have an item, rig, QSL card, or any-
5HOW TELL thing related to Amateur Radio and want

: to share it with club members, bring it to

# 1 the club meeting for SHOW AND TELL.
S— A 2-3 minute section put into the agenda
for feIIow hams to share items they find useful or pro-
motes Amateur Radio.

Copyright © 2026

Meeting Information

Fox Valley Tech College
1825 N Bluemound Dr
Appleton, WI

Classroom F108
Enter at door 3 (east side) or door
8 (west side)
Meetings start at 7:00 PM

Meetings are held on the third
Monday of each month. Check
the FCARC calendar for details.

The FCARC Board of Directors
meets on the second Monday of
each month at Fox Valley Tech in
room B128. Park and enter en-
trance 12 on the west side of the
building. Club members are
welcome to attend.

Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club, All Rights Reserved.
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Silver Bullet Antenna

From the guys who brought you misfit coils, Wolf
River Coils LLC now has misfit collapsible whips.

102 inch collapsible SS whips $15.00 or 3 for $40
213 inch collapsible SS whips $25.00

Now that Wolf River Coils LLC has incorporated a CNC Milling machine
for coil production their supply of misfit coils is dwindling as we no longer
create a misfit. So if you ever wanted to purchase a misfit SB1000 or SB

Mini now is the time because when they’re gone, they’re gone.

SB1000 sells for $20.00 and the SB Mini sells for $15.00.

PASS THE BILL

The ARRL Grassroots
~Campaign

-

<0

el UL |
=" g

we continue our nationwide grassroots campaign to pass the Amateur Radio

Emergency Preparedness Act. The process is simple; click the “Send Your
Letters Now” button at arrl.org/HOA, put in your call sign, and press the red “Send
My Letters” button. It takes seconds!

’l RRL needs every radio amateur in the US to send letters to Washington as

Copyright © 2026, Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club, All Rights Reserved.
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Wisconsin Hamfest Schedule

04/25/2026 - ORC 46th Annual Spring Indoor Swapfest
Location: Cedarburg, WI

Sponsor: Ozaukee Radio Club, Inc.

Website: https://www.ozaukeeradioclub.org

b= A RO G R Il

. WoWISCONIIN% A

< = AMATEUR RADIO ;e -
A S i 15

73 from the Badger State

Next FCARC Ham Exam
March 21, 2026 (at FVTC)

Registration starts at 0800. Testing starts at 0830. Room A160. Enter Door 15 from the
north parking lot. The exam fee is $15; this goes to the ARRL. You will receive an email
from the FCC after testing on how to pay them for your license. You will need two forms
of ID at least one of which must be a picture ID. All candidates must use their Federal
Registration Number (FRN). No SSN's accepted per the FCC. Email addresses are
REQUIRED. If you are upgrading, please bring a printed copy of your license for the VE's
to verify your current license level.

Location: Fox Valley Technical College, 1825 N Bluemound Dr, Appleton, WI 54914, USA
Details on each testing date will be posted on the FCARC website.

Cell phones must be silenced and put away during exams. Non cell phone calculators are
permitted. Programmable calculator memories must be cleared and are subject to exami-
nation by a VE.

If you fail an exam you may take a different version, time permitting, but you will be
charged another $15. If you are successful you may take the next element during that
session with no charge.

Copyright © 2026, Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club, All Rights Reserved.




WI9SM 2026 SWAPFEST

The South Milwaukee Amateur Radio Club
www.wi9sm.org

Saturday July 11th, 2026
9327 S Shepard Ave
Oak Creek Wi
Tickets $5.00 per person @ gate Food

and beverages available starting at 6:30 am
“Women's Auxiliary”

Legion Bar opens at 10am
Our contract with the Legion will not permit early marking of selling spaces

Talk-in Frequency 146.910 127.3pl -offset
Featuring “Tower Electronics”

Ticket stubs are to be placed in the ticket drum for random drawings. All winners
will be contacted and any prizes will be mailed to you.

Located between Ryan Rd (Hwy 100) and
Puetz Rd... East of Interstate 94

Annual Club Auctions
March 4th and Oct 7th 2026

Doors open @5:30 Auction Starts @ 6:30 pm

Questions contact Karen KCOWQJ 414-578-0492

Page 22
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3RD ANNUAL SPRING FVER
AMATEUR RADIO SWAP MEET

€ BIGGER VENUE!
€ EVEN MORE DOQ;

1ST SATURDAY OF MARCH, 3/7/2026

LOCATION: HOLMEN AMERICAN LEGION

419 1°T AVE., HOLMEN, WI 54636
TIME: 8:00 - 12:00
ET-UP: 7:00 - 8:00
ENTRY: $5.00
ABLE: ADDITIONAL $10.00

VE TESTING: 10:00 A.M. FOR $15.00

v |-

-

TALK=IN: NO9ETD REPEATER 147.090 (PL 131.8)
OR 146.460 SIMPLEX.

EVENT INFO / TABLE REQUESTS TO :
SBECKER54656 @YAHOO.COM OR
CALL / TEXT: 608-487-5810

REQUIRED VE TESTING REGISTRATION:
TIMBERLAND74@GMAILCOM OR
CALL / TEXT: 608-317-8315

CLUB INFORMATION :
WWW.MVARANET / INFO@MVARA.NET

ﬁ FIND US ON FACEBOOK

Copyright © 2026, Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club, All Rights Reserved.
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Save the Date!

MIDWEST SUPERFEST

September 19-20, 2026
(( I ) Three Sisters Park (¢ I )

17189 IL-29, Chillicothe, IL

w9uvi.net - Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club Electronics Expo - 68th Year

Illlinois’ Oldest Hamfest

Large Flea Market area with power avd'ilablé on
many sites Commercm! Vendor; Fomms Hi

; L g'h
W »».Jﬁ--— }___j;.;j"

—

Future Dates — Always on the third weekend of September:
September 19-20, 2026
September 18-19, 2027
September 15-16, 2028

Copyright © 2026, Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club, All Rights Reserved.
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STARVED ROCK RADIO CLUB™

AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE SANCTIONED HAMFEST 2026

HAM RADIO, RC MODELS, COMPUTER & ALL HOBBIES
AMATEUR RADIO HOBBYIST & ‘
COLLECTORS SHOW \

SUNDAY, JUNE 7th 2026
FLEA MARKET 6AM-1PM
INDOOR 8AM to 1PM

MENDOTA TRI-COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
503 1** Ave, Mendota, IL 61342

ARRL VE TESTING 9:30am to 11:00am
GRAND PRIZE CASH DRAWINGS $50-$75-$100 at 12:00noon

TICKETS $8.00 ADVANCED (2 Stubs) or $10.00 AT GATE (2 Stubs)
ALL ADVANCED ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY MAY 29" 2026
GRAND PRIZE WINNERS NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN.

LARGE INDOOR EXHIBIT BUILDINGS - Indoor Setup: Sat 12noon to 6pm & Sun 6am to 8am
TABLES $10.00 ADVANCED OR AT THE GATE WITH FREE ELECTRICITY

FREE OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET-TAILGATING AREA 6AM to 1PM

ONSITE CAMPING-ELECTRICITY AVAILABLE - FEE BY FAIR BOARD

IIOURLY DOOR PRIZE DRAWINGS

LERNS

FOR ADVANCED TICKET AND TABLE SALES OR GENERAL INQUIRIES: SEND A SASE TO
SRRC™ C/O Hamfest Chairman, PO Box 198, Leonore, IL 61332-0198
E-mail: starvedrockhamfest@gmail.com or see our internet site for latest info www.w9mks.org

139 to Exit 72 US Rte 34, West to 1" Ave, South(Left) to Fairgrounds on Left.
GPS: N41.545580deg W089.108484deg ( Nd1deg 32.735min (44.08sec) W089deg 6.509min (30.54sec))

TALK-IN by SRRC™ Repeater - WIMKS 147.120 +103.5PL or 146.520 Simplex
BREAKFAST and LUNCH ON-SITE BY CATERER

rices down, DO NOT dispose of unwanted equipment on the

fairgrounds. If it doesn’t sell or you can’t give i ~ITake it Home!
MAIL WITH PAYMENT & #10 BUSINESS SASE ENCLOSED TO:

SRRC™ (C/O Hamfest Chairman Make checks payable to SRRC™

PO Box 198

Leonore, IL 61332-0198

Name: QTY ITEM EACHI EXTENDED
Address: ___Advance Tickets § 8.00 §
City: State: ZIP: Indoor Tables  $10.00 §
Phone: Total $
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The Ozaukee Radio Club presents its 46th Annual Spring Indoor
Amateur Radio, Electronics & Computer

=+ SWAPFEST

wetoo  featuring TOWER ELECTRONICS!

Saturday, April 25, 2026

8 AM tO 12 PM (setup begins at 6 AM)

Ascension Columbia St. Mary’s Center (Milwaukee Curling Club)
W67N890 Washington Ave., Cedarburg, WI 53012

Talk-in: 146.97 MHz — PL 127.3 Hz
Free WIFI Door Prizes!  Grand Prize drawing at Noon (must be present to win)

Food and refreshments

Admission: $7.00 at the gate
Children 12 and under FREE, with a paid adult admission
6 ft. Tables: $12.00 in advance, $15.00 at the door, if available

Use the Order Form below, email, or call Tom Trethewey, KCOONY at 262-421-6351
Email: swapfest@ozaukeeradioclub.org
More information: http://www.ozaukeeradioclub.org/ or http://www.facebook.com/orcwi

Save the date for 2027: April 24, 2027 !l

For Advance Tickets and Tables, send check with a SASE (Business-Size #10 envelope) to:
Tom Trethewey, KCOONY- WB9N905 Evergreen Ct N, #202, Cedarburg, WI 53012-1170

Name: Call sign:

Address:

Phone number: Email:

No. of Tickets: X $7 = (Advance tickets are double stub)

No.of Tables: _ X $12= Electricity: Yes (Add $5) No
Total Amount: (Please make checks payable to ORC)

Tickets and flyers printed by Mequon Copy Master https:/mequoncopymaster.com/

Copyright © 2026, Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club, All Rights Reserved.



FCARC Lending Library
Chris Reitz, N9CVR
Head Librarian

The FCARC lending library is a repository of references, equipment, and supplies
that club members are willing to loan out to other club members. If you would like to
borrow an item from the lending library contact the owner and arrange to borrow the
item. If you have something you would like to list in the lending library, contact Chris
Reitz (N9CVR) to have your item listed.

Library Catalog
Current As Of 2/13/26

Item Make Model Owner Notes

contains all required tools for crimping coax

Coax / Powerpole and powerpole ends, except wire stripper for

crimper NO9CVR
Power Meter Diamond SX-200 'KD9UH
RF Preamp Ameco PT-3 KD9UH
Manual Antenna Tuner MFJ MFJ- KD9UH

For Time Domain Reflectometry
TDR pulse generator - - NO9CVR

For finding characteristic impedance of TX
line. Broken as of 2023.01.29, working on fix-

TDR potentiometer - - NO9CVR
Requires a tree or pole and some open space
75m/40m NVIS dipole - i NocVR | 1© deploy
Portable, directional antenna. SO-239 connec-
2m/70cm tape measure N9CVR
for fox hunting
offset attenuator KC9ON NI9CVR
o Good for portable installations where trees
20ft fishing pole N9CVR
_ Misfit whip - skinniest section doesn't go up
Wolf River (~6in). 3/8"-24 threaded base
misfit 213in whip Coil N9CVR

USB/Bluetooth Microcontroller with 2.4GHz
radio capability and access to library of pro-

Microbit v2 (x2) BBC Microbit N9CVR
2m Only Antenna Analyzer
Antenna Analyzer MFJ 208 WISMM
FT- 2m / Analog FM / 50W + WX.
2m mobile radio Yaesu 1500M NI9CVR

From club build day. There are 3 in my house-

_ _ Pacific hold, so feel free to borrow one!
Code Practice Oscillator Antenna CPO NI9CVR

Copyright © 2026, Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club, All Rights Reserved.
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THIS AMATEUR TICKET
IS JUST A GATEWAY..

2. Which company purchased Central Electronics in 19587

A: RCA B: Collins Radio C: Stewart Warner D: Zenith

4. Why is 60 GHz not normally used for anything?

A: Components for this frequency don't exist.  B: It's set aside for radio astronomy.

C: Propagation is difficult. D: There's too much sun noise for it to be useful.
HNOYIP
stuonebedold D ‘v | VIN‘umolsspeyd v e | yinuaz :q z | Jeniwsued) p\D 008WY UY D L
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February 2026 Community Service Word Search
Circle the ham radio community service related words. The answers are on

page 33.

VRKFOTE
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HF
QRP
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i xS0 W —>=lormd0 gy MW O =2 kLo
CEUWU—-C0LD—ZWILL L OMNZIDON =m0 >
Do ¥NXYODJULSk—dDbbE>2T 20> =
ZOoOWUCTIAda0CWU>>0U0CxnITWD>NWUZDWO = —

VMFEFUWUS 00D Z2cdc 2 UL 2 >—FF2Z20=ZXF2W=2
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Propagation
Callsign
Battery
Bands
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Elmer’s Contact List
This is a listing of hams who are willing to help other hams out in special areas. Feel free to contact
these fellow hams with any questions. Contact a board member to be an Elmer.
Call / Name Specialty Area
NOLVS - Dan FCC Personal Data Changes
WAOTT- Larry SSTV (analog)
NOAOT -Terry Wires X / Digital
KBOAIT - Gary Wires X
KC9YL- Anne Cw
W1GCS - Greg Net Control Operators
WJOK - Rick Getting on the Air
KG9JP - KC Contesting

FCARC Repeaters

Frequency (MHz) Offset Tone Remarks
145.330 -0.600 MHz 100.0  Yeasu System Fusion

145.690 Simplex Yeasu System Fusion Analog Node
146.760 -600 MHz  100.0

146.760 -.600 MHz  107.2  This is a receiver station at Oneida Heights.
443.650 +5.000 MHz 100.0

Frequency (MHz) Offset

FCARC Member Repeaters

Tone Remarks

224.500 -1.6 100.0  1.25 m repeater owned by WJ9K
1282.200 -12.0 146.2 23 cm repeater
442.475 +5.0 146.2 70 cm repeater owned by AJOL
442.175 +5.0 100.0 70 cm repeater owned by WJ9K
FCARC Nets
Net Name Frequency Schedule and Extra Information
2-Meter 146.760 Wednesdays at 8:00 pm. Coordinator: John (KC9TFM)
2-Meter Digital 145.330 First Tuesday of the month at 8:00 pm. You can also use the FCARC’s
Fusion Room 40216, the W9ZL room. Coordinator: Mike (KD9QHQ).
2-Meter SSTV 146.760 Second Sunday of the month at 6:00 pm. Coordinator: Larry (WA9TT)
70 cm 443.650 Last Tuesday of the month at 8:00 pm. Coordinator: Rod (K6ROD)
222 Net 224.500 2nd Tuesday of the month. Coordinator: Dave (KBO9RPH)
6-Meter 52.550 Third Tuesday of the month. Coordinator: Larry (WA9TT)
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FCARC Club Calendar

February 2026

3 - 2 meter digital net 8 pm

4 - 2 meter net 8 pm (K6ROD)

7 - Social Saturday 9 am

8 - Super Bowl Sunday

9 - Board of Directors meeting 7 pm
10 - 220 Mhz Monthly Net 8 pm
11 - 2 meter net 8 pm (KC9TFM)
17 - 6 meter net 8 pm

18 - 2 meter net 8 pm (WIOMMM)
24 - 70 cm net 8 pm (K6ROD)

25 - 2 meter net 8 pm (N9TNW)
28 - FCARC Annual Banquet

March 2026

3 - 2 meter digital net 8 pm

4 - 2 meter net 8 pm (WA9TT)

7 - Social Saturday 9 am

8 - 2 meter SSTV net 6 pm (WISMMM)
9 - Board of Directors meeting 7 pm
10 - 220 Mhz Monthly Net 8 pm

11 - 2 meter net 8 pm (AJIL)

15 - Wisconsin QSO Party 1 pm

16 - General Membership Meeting 7 pm
17 - 6 meter net 8 pm

18 - 2 meter net 8 pm (KC9TFM)

24 - 70 cm net (N9DU)

25 - 2 meter net 8 pm (KESKWF)

April 2026

1 - 2 meter net 8 pm (WI4WD)

4- Social Saturday 9 am & Fox Hunt 7:30 am
7 - 2 meter digital net 8 pm (K6ROD)

8 - 2 meter net 8 pm (K6ROD)

12 - 2 meter SSTV net 6 pm (KB9YUC)

13 - Board of Directors meeting 7 pm

14 - 220 Mhz Monthly Net 8 pm

15 - 2 meter net 8 pm (NOTNW)

19 - General Membership Meeting 7 pm

20 - 6 meter net 8 pm

21 - Ham Testing / Tape Measure Yagi Build Day
22 - 2 meter net 8 pm (WIOSMMM)

25 - Walk MS Appleton

28 - 70 cm net 8 pm (WISMMM)

29 - 2 meter net 8 pm (WA9TT)

Calendar items in red require membership
participation or volunteer support to make
the event happen.

May 2026

2- Social Saturday 9 am & Fox Hunt 7:30 am
5 - 2 meter digital net 8 pm (KCO9THF)

6 - 2 meter net 8 pm (AJOL)

9 - Appleton Sole Burner 5K Walk-Run
10 - 2 meter SSTV net 6 pm (KB9YUC)
11 - Board of Directors meeting 7 pm
12 - 220 Mhz Monthly Net 8 pm

13 - 2 meter net 8 pm (KC9TFM)

18 - General Membership Meeting 7 pm
19 - 6 meter net 8 pm

20 - 2 meter net 8 pm (KESKWF)

26 - 70 cm net 8 pm (K6ROD)

27 - 2 meter net 8 pm (WI4WD)

June 2026

2 - 2 meter digital net 8 pm (KC9TFM)
3 - 2 meter net 8 pm (K6ROD)

6 - Social Saturday 9 am & Fox Hunt 7:30 am
8 - Board of Directors meeting 7 pm

9 - 220 Mhz Monthly Net 8 pm

10 - 2 meter net 8 pm (N9TNW)

13 - Appleton Flag Day Parade

14 - 2 meter SSTV net 6 pm (WISMMM)
15 - General Membership Meeting 7 pm
16 - 6 meter net 8 pm

17 - 2 meter net 8 pm (WIOMMM)

20 - Sunshine Swapfest

23 - 70 cm net 8 pm (N9DU)

24 - 2 meter net 8 pm (WA9TT)

27-28 - ARRL Field Day

July 2026

1 - 2 meter net 8 pm (AJIOL)

4 - CommunityFest

4 - Social Saturday 9 am & Fox Hunt 7:30 am
7 - 2 meter digital net 8 pm (WA9TT)

8 - 2 meter net 8 pm (KCI9TFM)

12 - 2 meter SSTV net 6 pm (WA9TT)
13 - Board of Directors meeting 7 pm
14 - 220 Mhz Monthly Net 8 pm

15 - 2 meter net 8 pm (KESKWF)

18 - Amateur Radio License Exam

20 - General Membership Meeting 7 pm
21 - 6 meter net 8 pm

22 - 2 meter net 8 pm (WI4WD)

28 - 70 cm net 8 pm (KC9THF)

29 - 2 meter net 8 pm (K6ROD)
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Word Search Solution From Page 24.
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Transceiver

Demonstration
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Operators Callsign

Emergency
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Genator
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Logging

Battery H

Bands

Contest

QRP

Solar

Cabling

Submit your ideas for content, contributions, or items for
sale for future editions of QSO’er to Gene Wall (KESKWF) at

ke8kwf@gmail.com. There are no special formatting
requirements. All ideas are welcome. Together we can make

our newsletter a useful addition to your shack.
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_f,::}?‘_"l”’fﬁ\x‘ FOX CITIES AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC.

AL FCARC, PO Box 2346, Appleton, W1 54912

(18 ™ f“;‘:" 1} 920-415-2ham (2426) - www.frarc.club - frarcw9zl@gmail.com
.Il\.'ll‘l" NWREL | I
Mﬁ@o?’ Membership Application
Date [T New member Renewal
[ Full / Associate / Retired Student
Call Sign License Class ARRL Member? [ |Yes [ |Mo
MName Phizne
Address
City State ZIP
Email
%20.00 Full, Associate {non ham], Retired
510.00 Student School
Free Mew Ham [FoaRc vE certdicate required)
55.00 each Additional Family Members

Donation [Opticnal)
Total

My Family Member is Joining or Renewing:

[ New member | Renewal

Call Sign License Class ARRL Member? [ |Yes [ |Mo

Mame Phone

Email

[l Mew member [ | Renewal

Call Sign License Class ARRL Member? [ |Yes [ |MNo

Mame Phone

Email

Mate: Family mamisan mut ciside &1 the same add rass
Mot Plisase ser tha naauorer for an ARRL duis ferm. Ouor club will feceve a partion o Seeda S iF yeu § g up o recaer through us.
Far Cltkes Asatuer Aadn Oub ine & o S00c) T son-praff cargaratian.

Yaur eeniribubion doppa s cur cemmusl By sareier and public salety acthethes.
Al daratiar et tar-chiduc bl 1o th Tulast exiest of tha ke Pl casmull yeur ban addsar.

Treasurer Usa:

Amount Paid 5 CuickBooks Updated
Check # or method of payment Website Updated

Paid through 1231/ Ham{ClubOnline Updated
Date Deposited

Copyright © 2026, Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club, All Rights Reserved.



