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Shack of the Month (page 5) 
This month we see a small portion of shack of Gene Wall (KE8KWF) 
 

Instructions on our new club meeting location (pages 7-8) 
 
Photo Recap of FCARC Hamfest (page 9-12) 
 
Build a Bifilar Helix Antenna for Satellite Contacts (reprinted from 
ñOn the Airò) (pages 15) 
 
IN EVERY ISSUE 
November 2025 General Membership Minutes (pages 6-7) 
 
Hamfests Across Wisconsin (page 22-26) 
 

Lending Library Catalog (page 28) 
Need something for a short period use?  Check out the FCARC lending library.  It may just have 
what you need. 
 

Ham Word Search (pages 30 & 34) 
 

FCARC Calendar (page 32) 
 

Club Membership Application (page 35) 
Include this with your annual dues payment. 
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QSOõer 
A publication of the  

Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 2346  

Appleton, Wisconsin 54912  
www.fcarc.club 

FCARC Officers 
 Presidentð Mike Moore (WI9MMM) 

 Vice-Presidentð Andy Lawton (AJ9L) 

 Treasurerð Donna Mendyke (KC9THF) 

 Secretaryð Gene Wall (KE8KWF) 

 Membership Coordinatorð Karen Thorne (WB9ZNA) 

 Technical Directorð Larry  Peterson (WA9TT) 

 

Members At Large 

  Rudy Reynebeau (KD9RPW) 

  Rod Roller (K6ROD) 

Evan Vandenlangenberg (N9DU) 

On the cover:  Just a simple Christmas tree with a vintage radio set.  It might 
not be the latest Icom or Yeasu, but weôll take it. 
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Message From the Editor 

Another Year In the Books 
By Gene Wall (KE8KWF) 
FCARC Secretary and QSOôer Editor 
 
As the final calendar page of 2025 turns, it is the perfect time to look 
back on everything we have achieved together at the Fox Cities Ama-
teur Radio Club. This year has been a testament to the fact that while 
our hobby relies on airwaves and electronics, it is the people behind 
the microphones that truly make this club thrive. 
 

Learning From One Another 
 
Our monthly presentations remained the heartbeat of our meetings 
this year. From deep dives into digital modes and antenna modeling to 
the fascinating "show and tell" sessions of homebrew gear, these 
gatherings offered more than just technical data. They provided a 
space for us to share our successes, troubleshoot our "magic smoke" 
moments, and learn from the diverse expertise within our own ranks. 
Whether you were a seasoned Extra or a newly minted Technician, 
there was always something new to bring home to the shack. 
 

Strengthening Community Ties 
 
Beyond our technical pursuits, 2025 was a standout year for communi-
ty outreach. Our presence at local public events and our collaboration 
with other volunteer groups in the area underscored the vital role ama-
teur radio plays in the Fox Cities. By demonstrating our capabilities to 
the public, we didn't just showcase our equipmentðwe built bridges, 
sparked interest in the next generation of hams, and reminded our 
neighbors that we are always ready to serve when it matters most. 
 
As we talk through the holiday season, thank you for your participa-
tion, your mentorship, and your passion. I look forward to seeing you 
all at our future gathering as we toast to a fantastic 2025 and an even 
better year ahead. 
 
73 to all! 
 
Gene (KE8KWF) 
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FCARC 2026 CLUB DUES 
The 2026 club dues are now being accepted.  You can pay your club dues with a credit card at the club web-
site, you can pay by cash or check at a general membership meeting, or mail a copy of the renewal form with 
a check to the club PO Box.  For 2026, our dues schedule will remain the same as 2025. 
 
Full, Associate or Retired - $20.00 
Student - $10.00 
Family - Full Member, plus $5.00 for each additional family member residing at the same address.  

Shack of the Month 
Gene Wall (KE8KWF) 

Our December Shack of the Month belongs to Gene Wall.  Geneôs shack is an example of extreme 
simplicity.  The shack doubles as a patio between his house and garage.  An extra sofa table from 
when he moved into the house serves as his ñdesk,ò along with an extra dining room table chair.  
The computer, an 11 year old Dell laptop is connected to a Signalink sound card and a Zumspot 
Elite digital hotspot.  The electronics are all attached to a Yeasu FTM-400.  The power supply is a 
30A Astra, sitting on the floor.  Where is Geneôs HF rig?  Great question.  It is in his wood shop in 
the back garage.  Gene doesnôt have his HF rig up an and running all the time.  He uses a Wolf  
River Coil and whip, attached to a Take It Along (TiA) tripod, and sometimes a Wolf River Coil  
Otophone, all from the driveway.  For him, all HF is mobile, even at home.   
 
From this simple location, Gene can participate in and serve as net control on multiple nets, do con-
testing, and support the Calumet County ARES Skywarn activities.  Quoting Leonardo da Vinci, 
ñSimplicity is the ultimate sophistication.ò 
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November FCARC General Membership Minutes 
By: Gene Wall, KE9KWF 

 
FCARC General Membership 

Meeting Minutes 
November 17, 2025 

 
Per the organization's bylaws, a quorum was achieved.  There was a quorum with a total number of 42 in 
attendance.  Mike Moore (WI9MMM) called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.  Roll call was taken by all mem-
bers in attendance. 
 

There were no minutes to review from the October meeting.  Gene Wall (KE8KWF) was not in attendance to 
take minutes.  A summary of the meeting can be obtained from the published meeting agenda. 
 
The Elmer of the Evening was Larry Peterson, WA9TT. 
 
Committee Reports 
Secretary ï Gene Wall (KE8KWF) ï The minutes from October were not taken due to Gene not being 
available.  An abbreviated agenda of the October meeting, along with the November General Mem-
bership meeting minutes, will be included in the next newsletter.  

Treasurer ï Donna Mendyke (KC9THF) ï Donna provided an overview of the club finances for the peri-
od of January ï October 2025.  Contact Donna if there are any questions regarding club finances. 

Membership Coordinator ï Karen Thorne (WB9ZNA) ï Karen did not have any new member applica-
tions to present to the club membership.  Mike Moore (WI9MMM) reminded the club to renew their 
membership.  Members can renew their membership online or in person at our meeting. 

Technical Director ï Larry Peterson (WA9TT) ï KC Ross (KG9JP) gave a presentation on a Rybakov all
-band vertical antenna.  This antenna is made from a 26-foot fishing pole with a ~25ô driven element 
(20 AWG wire), connected to a 4:1 unun.  This antenna is in use at KCôs residence up north. 

Members at Large ï If any member has an idea for a program that you can give or would like to see, 
please speak to Evan Vandenlangenberg (N9DU), Rudy Reynebeau (KD9RPW) or Rod Roller 
(K6ROD). 

Special Committees 
Repeater Committee ï Andy Lawton (AJ9L) ï Nothing significant to report.  The repeaters are 
working fantastically. 

Website Committee ï Alex Fraundorf (N9LEX) ï The website is up and running. 
License testing ï Rick Kosiorek (WJ9K) ï  Rick reported that there were 6 people who tested at 
Hamfest.  4 people passed.  The next testing will be on January 24, 2026, at Fox Valley 
Technical College. 

Public Information ï Carol Young (W9PIO) ï Nothing significant to report at this time. 
Special Business 
FCARC Renewal ï Renewing online is the simplest way to renew your dues. 
Ham of the Year nominations ï The process will start in December and continue through January. 
New Meeting Room For 2026 - In January 2026, our meeting location will be Room F108 of Fox Valley 
Technical College. 

Plaque presentation ï Mike Moore presented Tony Mach a plaque to recognize his many years of ser-
vice to the Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club, especially organizing our club hamfest. 

Financial Audit Report ï Roy Hinz, KC9VLP ï On November 4, 2025, Joel Kasper (WI4WD), Rudy 
Reynebeau (KD9RPW), and Roy Hinz (KC9VLP) met at Donna Mendykeôs (KC9THF) house to con-
duct the 2025 audit.  They checked her sources of income and expenses.  The audit committee con-
cluded that the financial accounts are in good order. 

 
New Business 
Build Day in March - Mike mentioned that they are thinking of doing a build day in March. 
70cm Net ï Rod Roller (K9ROD) - On November 25, 2025, we will have our first 70 cm net.  We have 3 
net control operators at this time.  Rod would like a couple more volunteer net operators.  This net 
will meet on the 4th Tuesday of each month.  For deviations from this schedule, check the club calen-
dar on the club website. 
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Old Business: 
FCARC Potluck ï The FCARC Potluck will be on December 15th, and will be held at Memorial Park, 
Neenah, in the George Scherck Shelter. 

Winter Field Day, January 24-25 ï We still need a champion to organize this yearôs Field Day. 
FCARC Banquet ï The next banquet will be on February 28, 2025.  Mike Moore (WI9MMM) explained 
that this yearôs event will be a little later in the month in order for members to return from Hamcation 
and other vacations in Florida. 

FCARC Hamfest - Carol Young (W9PIO) ï Carol gave a back brief on the hamfest held on November 2, 
2025.  Attendance at the event was 340.  There were 4 commercial vendors.  91 tables were re-
served.  A summary of the event financial report is available through Carol Young.  Next yearôs Ham-
fest will be on Sunday, November 8, 2026, from 8 am to 2 pm, at the Sunnyview Expo Center.  Carol 
thanked the committee chairpersons for their outstanding support and dedication to making this 
year's hamfest a huge success. 

 
Technical Questions/Topic ï None 
 
Show and Tell ï  
1. Terry (N9AOT) found a 1978 catalog from Spectronics, an amateur radio vendor from Oak Park, IL.  
He passed the catalog around the meeting for members to take a walk through the history of one of 
the nationôs leading ham radio stores. 

 

Program ï How to Work With HamClubOnline ï Donna Mendyke (KC9THF) gave a presentation and 
demonstration on how members can use HamClubOnline, in conjunction with the club website, to obtain in-
formation regarding personal membership, club roster of members, newsletters, and a variety of other piec-
es of information. 
  
Adjourn at 8:35 pm 
 
Minutes Prepared by-    Reviewed by- 
Gene Wall (KE8KWF)    Mike Moore (WI9MMM) 

November FCARC General Membership Minutes (continued) 

We are having the January General Membership meetings at  
 

Fox Valley Technical College 
Room F108.  Enter through Door 3  
or Door 8 for easiest access.  

 
See the next page for maps on where to park and enter the building. 
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Door 8 

Door 3 

South Lot 

East 
Lot 

West Lot 
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Photo Recap Of the FCARC Hamfest 

November 2, 2025 
Sunnyview Expo Center 

Oshkosh, WI 
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Photo Recap Of the FCARC Hamfest (continued) 


