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QSO’er 
A publication of the  

Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 2346  

Appleton, Wisconsin 54912  
www.fcarc.club 

FCARC Officers 
 President— Mike Moore (WI9MMM) 

 Vice-President— Andy Lawton (AJ9L) 

 Treasurer— Donna Mendyke (KC9THF) 

 Secretary— Gene Wall (KE8KWF) 

 Membership Coordinator— Karen Thorne (WB9ZNA) 

 Technical Director— Larry  Peterson (WA9TT) 

 

Members At Large 

  Rudy Reynebeau (KD9RPW) 

  Rod Roller (K6ROD) 

Evan Vandenlangenberg (N9DU) 

On the cover:  Just a simple Christmas tree with a vintage radio set.  It might 
not be the latest Icom or Yeasu, but we’ll take it. 
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Message From the Editor 

Another Year In the Books 
By Gene Wall (KE8KWF) 
FCARC Secretary and QSO’er Editor 
 
As the final calendar page of 2025 turns, it is the perfect time to look 
back on everything we have achieved together at the Fox Cities Ama-
teur Radio Club. This year has been a testament to the fact that while 
our hobby relies on airwaves and electronics, it is the people behind 
the microphones that truly make this club thrive. 
 

Learning From One Another 
 
Our monthly presentations remained the heartbeat of our meetings 
this year. From deep dives into digital modes and antenna modeling to 
the fascinating "show and tell" sessions of homebrew gear, these 
gatherings offered more than just technical data. They provided a 
space for us to share our successes, troubleshoot our "magic smoke" 
moments, and learn from the diverse expertise within our own ranks. 
Whether you were a seasoned Extra or a newly minted Technician, 
there was always something new to bring home to the shack. 
 

Strengthening Community Ties 
 
Beyond our technical pursuits, 2025 was a standout year for communi-
ty outreach. Our presence at local public events and our collaboration 
with other volunteer groups in the area underscored the vital role ama-
teur radio plays in the Fox Cities. By demonstrating our capabilities to 
the public, we didn't just showcase our equipment—we built bridges, 
sparked interest in the next generation of hams, and reminded our 
neighbors that we are always ready to serve when it matters most. 
 
As we talk through the holiday season, thank you for your participa-
tion, your mentorship, and your passion. I look forward to seeing you 
all at our future gathering as we toast to a fantastic 2025 and an even 
better year ahead. 
 
73 to all! 
 
Gene (KE8KWF) 
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FCARC 2026 CLUB DUES 
The 2026 club dues are now being accepted.  You can pay your club dues with a credit card at the club web-
site, you can pay by cash or check at a general membership meeting, or mail a copy of the renewal form with 
a check to the club PO Box.  For 2026, our dues schedule will remain the same as 2025. 
 
Full, Associate or Retired - $20.00 
Student - $10.00 
Family - Full Member, plus $5.00 for each additional family member residing at the same address.  

Shack of the Month 
Gene Wall (KE8KWF) 

Our December Shack of the Month belongs to Gene Wall.  Gene’s shack is an example of extreme 
simplicity.  The shack doubles as a patio between his house and garage.  An extra sofa table from 
when he moved into the house serves as his “desk,” along with an extra dining room table chair.  
The computer, an 11 year old Dell laptop is connected to a Signalink sound card and a Zumspot 
Elite digital hotspot.  The electronics are all attached to a Yeasu FTM-400.  The power supply is a 
30A Astra, sitting on the floor.  Where is Gene’s HF rig?  Great question.  It is in his wood shop in 
the back garage.  Gene doesn’t have his HF rig up an and running all the time.  He uses a Wolf  
River Coil and whip, attached to a Take It Along (TiA) tripod, and sometimes a Wolf River Coil  
Otophone, all from the driveway.  For him, all HF is mobile, even at home.   
 
From this simple location, Gene can participate in and serve as net control on multiple nets, do con-
testing, and support the Calumet County ARES Skywarn activities.  Quoting Leonardo da Vinci, 
“Simplicity is the ultimate sophistication.” 
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November FCARC General Membership Minutes 
By: Gene Wall, KE9KWF 

 
FCARC General Membership 

Meeting Minutes 
November 17, 2025 

 
Per the organization's bylaws, a quorum was achieved.  There was a quorum with a total number of 42 in 
attendance.  Mike Moore (WI9MMM) called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.  Roll call was taken by all mem-
bers in attendance. 
 

There were no minutes to review from the October meeting.  Gene Wall (KE8KWF) was not in attendance to 
take minutes.  A summary of the meeting can be obtained from the published meeting agenda. 
 
The Elmer of the Evening was Larry Peterson, WA9TT. 
 
Committee Reports 

Secretary – Gene Wall (KE8KWF) – The minutes from October were not taken due to Gene not being 
available.  An abbreviated agenda of the October meeting, along with the November General Mem-
bership meeting minutes, will be included in the next newsletter.  

Treasurer – Donna Mendyke (KC9THF) – Donna provided an overview of the club finances for the peri-
od of January – October 2025.  Contact Donna if there are any questions regarding club finances. 

Membership Coordinator – Karen Thorne (WB9ZNA) – Karen did not have any new member applica-
tions to present to the club membership.  Mike Moore (WI9MMM) reminded the club to renew their 
membership.  Members can renew their membership online or in person at our meeting. 

Technical Director – Larry Peterson (WA9TT) – KC Ross (KG9JP) gave a presentation on a Rybakov all
-band vertical antenna.  This antenna is made from a 26-foot fishing pole with a ~25’ driven element 
(20 AWG wire), connected to a 4:1 unun.  This antenna is in use at KC’s residence up north. 

Members at Large – If any member has an idea for a program that you can give or would like to see, 
please speak to Evan Vandenlangenberg (N9DU), Rudy Reynebeau (KD9RPW) or Rod Roller 
(K6ROD). 

Special Committees 
Repeater Committee – Andy Lawton (AJ9L) – Nothing significant to report.  The repeaters are 

working fantastically. 
Website Committee – Alex Fraundorf (N9LEX) – The website is up and running. 
License testing – Rick Kosiorek (WJ9K) –  Rick reported that there were 6 people who tested at 

Hamfest.  4 people passed.  The next testing will be on January 24, 2026, at Fox Valley 
Technical College. 

Public Information – Carol Young (W9PIO) – Nothing significant to report at this time. 
Special Business 

FCARC Renewal – Renewing online is the simplest way to renew your dues. 
Ham of the Year nominations – The process will start in December and continue through January. 
New Meeting Room For 2026 - In January 2026, our meeting location will be Room F108 of Fox Valley 

Technical College. 
Plaque presentation – Mike Moore presented Tony Mach a plaque to recognize his many years of ser-

vice to the Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club, especially organizing our club hamfest. 
Financial Audit Report – Roy Hinz, KC9VLP – On November 4, 2025, Joel Kasper (WI4WD), Rudy 

Reynebeau (KD9RPW), and Roy Hinz (KC9VLP) met at Donna Mendyke’s (KC9THF) house to con-
duct the 2025 audit.  They checked her sources of income and expenses.  The audit committee con-
cluded that the financial accounts are in good order. 

 
New Business 

Build Day in March - Mike mentioned that they are thinking of doing a build day in March. 
70cm Net – Rod Roller (K9ROD) - On November 25, 2025, we will have our first 70 cm net.  We have 3 

net control operators at this time.  Rod would like a couple more volunteer net operators.  This net 
will meet on the 4th Tuesday of each month.  For deviations from this schedule, check the club calen-
dar on the club website. 
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Old Business: 
FCARC Potluck – The FCARC Potluck will be on December 15th, and will be held at Memorial Park, 

Neenah, in the George Scherck Shelter. 
Winter Field Day, January 24-25 – We still need a champion to organize this year’s Field Day. 
FCARC Banquet – The next banquet will be on February 28, 2025.  Mike Moore (WI9MMM) explained 

that this year’s event will be a little later in the month in order for members to return from Hamcation 
and other vacations in Florida. 

FCARC Hamfest - Carol Young (W9PIO) – Carol gave a back brief on the hamfest held on November 2, 
2025.  Attendance at the event was 340.  There were 4 commercial vendors.  91 tables were re-
served.  A summary of the event financial report is available through Carol Young.  Next year’s Ham-
fest will be on Sunday, November 8, 2026, from 8 am to 2 pm, at the Sunnyview Expo Center.  Carol 
thanked the committee chairpersons for their outstanding support and dedication to making this 
year's hamfest a huge success. 

 
Technical Questions/Topic – None 
 
Show and Tell –  

1. Terry (N9AOT) found a 1978 catalog from Spectronics, an amateur radio vendor from Oak Park, IL.  
He passed the catalog around the meeting for members to take a walk through the history of one of 
the nation’s leading ham radio stores. 

 

Program – How to Work With HamClubOnline – Donna Mendyke (KC9THF) gave a presentation and 
demonstration on how members can use HamClubOnline, in conjunction with the club website, to obtain in-
formation regarding personal membership, club roster of members, newsletters, and a variety of other piec-
es of information. 
  
Adjourn at 8:35 pm 
 
Minutes Prepared by-    Reviewed by- 
Gene Wall (KE8KWF)    Mike Moore (WI9MMM) 

November FCARC General Membership Minutes (continued) 

We are having the January General Membership meetings at  
 

Fox Valley Technical College 
Room F108.  Enter through Door 3  

or Door 8 for easiest access.  
 

See the next page for maps on where to park and enter the building. 
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Door 8 

Door 3 

South Lot 

East 
Lot 

West Lot 
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Photo Recap Of the FCARC Hamfest 

November 2, 2025 
Sunnyview Expo Center 

Oshkosh, WI 
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Photo Recap Of the FCARC Hamfest (continued) 
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Photo Recap Of the FCARC Hamfest (continued) 
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Photo Recap Of the FCARC Hamfest (continued) 

And that’s a wrap as Carol locks the doors on an  
amazing Hamfest! 
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A proud sponsor of the FCARC Hamfest!   
Thank you Radioddity! 
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FCARC Club Gear 
On sale now at  http://www.jse-repair.com  

Contact Jeff on his website for information on 
items that you don’t see, but would like.  He 
stocks and makes a wide variety of POTA  
clothing and flags, hats, club shirts, as well as  
radio covers. 

Social Saturday 
January 3, 2026 

9:00 am 
 

Did you know that ham goes with eggs?  
Yes, and I’m not talking about the ham of 
Dr. Suess.  I’m talking about ham radio 

operators. 
 

Our next Social Saturday is right around 
the corner.  Enjoy some great conversa-
tion, mentorship, and live ragchew, with 

great food as  
a bonus. 

 
 

Golden Corral 
1169 North Westhill 

Blvd. 
Appleton, WI 54914  

 

FCARC welcomes your donations in sup-
port of our mission to serve amateur radio. 
As a 501(c)(3) organization, your dona-
tions are tax-deductible.  You can go to the 
FCARC website 
and click on the 
“Donate”  
button. 

If you have an item, rig, QSL card, or any-
thing related to Amateur Radio and want 
to share it with club members, bring it to 
the club meeting for SHOW AND TELL.   
 
A 2-3 minute section put into the agenda 

for fellow hams to share items they find useful or pro-
motes Amateur Radio. 

Meeting Information  

Fox Valley Tech College 
 1825 N Bluemound Dr  

Appleton, WI  
 

Classroom F108 
Enter at door 3 (east side) or door 

8 (west side) 
Meetings start at 7:00 PM 

 
Meetings are held on the third 
Monday of each month.  Check 
the FCARC calendar for details. 
 
The FCARC Board of Directors 
meets on the second Monday of 
each month at Fox Valley Tech in 
room B128.  Park and enter en-
trance 12 on the west side of the 
building.  Club members are  
welcome to attend. 

GOT QUESTIONS?  CALL our Google 
Voice Information Phone Number  

920-358-0118  

http://www.jse-repair.com/
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From the guys who brought you misfit coils, Wolf  
River Coils LLC now has misfit collapsible whips. 

102 inch collapsible SS whips $15.00 or 3 for $40 

213 inch collapsible SS whips $25.00 

Now that Wolf River Coils LLC has incorporated a CNC Milling machine 
for coil production their supply of misfit coils is dwindling as we no longer 
create a misfit.  So if you ever wanted to purchase a misfit SB1000 or SB 

Mini now is the time because when they’re gone, they’re gone. 

 
SB1000 sells for $20.00 and the SB Mini sells for $15.00. 
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Next FCARC Ham Exam 

January 24, 2026 (at FVTC) 
 

Registration starts at 0800. Testing starts at 0830.  Room A160. Enter Door 15 from the 
north parking lot.  The exam fee is $15; this goes to the ARRL.  You will receive an email 
from the FCC after testing on how to pay them for your license.  You will need two forms 
of ID at least one of which must be a picture ID.  All candidates must use their Federal 
Registration Number (FRN). No SSN's accepted per the FCC.  Email addresses are  
REQUIRED. If you are upgrading, please bring a printed copy of your license for the VE's 
to verify your current license level. 

Location: Fox Valley Technical College, 1825 N Bluemound Dr, Appleton, WI 54914, USA 

Details on each testing date will be posted on the FCARC website. 

Cell phones must be silenced and put away during exams. Non cell phone calculators are 
permitted. Programmable calculator memories must be cleared and are subject to exami-
nation by a VE.  

If you fail an exam you may take a different version, time permitting, but you will be 
charged another $15. If you are successful you may take the next element during that  
session with no charge. 

Wisconsin Hamfest Schedule 

 04/25/2026 - ORC 46th Annual Spring Indoor Swapfest 
Location: Cedarburg, WI 
Sponsor: Ozaukee Radio Club, Inc. 
Website: https://www.ozaukeeradioclub.org 
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FCARC Lending Library 
Chris Reitz, N9CVR 

Head Librarian 

The FCARC lending library is a repository of references, equipment, and supplies 
that club members are willing to loan out to other club members.  If you would like to 
borrow an item from the lending library contact the owner and arrange to borrow the 
item.  If you have something you would like to list in the lending library, contact Chris 
Reitz (N9CVR) to have your item listed. 
 

Library Catalog 
Current As Of 12/20/25 

Item Make Model Owner Notes 

Coax / Powerpole 
crimper   N9CVR 

contains all required tools for crimping coax 
and powerpole ends, except wire stripper for 

Power Meter Diamond SX-200 KD9UH
 

RF Preamp Ameco PT-3 KD9UH
 

Manual Antenna Tuner MFJ MFJ- KD9UH
 

TDR pulse generator - - N9CVR 
For Time Domain Reflectometry 

TDR potentiometer - - N9CVR 

For finding characteristic impedance of TX 
line. Broken as of 2023.01.29, working on fix-

75m/40m NVIS dipole - - N9CVR 

Requires a tree or pole and some open space 
to deploy 

2m/70cm tape measure   N9CVR 
Portable, directional antenna. SO-239 connec-

offset attenuator KC9ON  N9CVR 
for fox hunting 

20ft fishing pole   N9CVR 
Good for portable installations where trees 

misfit 213in whip 
Wolf River 
Coil  N9CVR 

Misfit whip - skinniest section doesn't go up 
(~6in). 3/8"-24 threaded base 

Microbit v2 (x2) BBC Microbit N9CVR 

USB/Bluetooth Microcontroller with 2.4GHz 
radio capability and access to library of pro-

Antenna Analyzer MFJ 208 WI9MM
2m Only Antenna Analyzer 

2m mobile radio Yaesu 
FT-
1500M N9CVR 

2m / Analog FM / 50W + WX. 

Code Practice Oscillator 
Pacific  
Antenna CPO N9CVR 

From club build day. There are 3 in my house-
hold, so feel free to borrow one! 
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Try your luck at answering these HAM trivia questions. The answers are at the bottom. 

1.  D)  PDC or RAC       |  2.  B)  False      |  3. C) A 3 tube receiver.       |      4.  D) Part 97. 
  
 

1.  Prior to using the RST system, how was Tone described?  
A) A Thru Z                                                B)  1 to 5  
C) Fair or Good                                          D) PDC or RAC  

2.  An ARRL-certified VE (volunteer examiner) must officiate at at least one examining session 
each 3 years, to have his VE certificate renewed by ARRL.  
 
A)  True                                                        B) False 

3. The late Noel Eaton was president of the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) from 
1974 to 1982. What was his call sign?  

 
A) VE3CJ                                                 B) W3CJ  
C)  G3CJ                                                   D) W1NE  

4.  Which part of the FCC rules and regulations cover amateur radio?  
 
A) Part 15 
B)  Part 95 
C) Part 96 
D) Part 97 
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December 2025 HF Operations Word Search 

Circle the HF radio operations related words.  The answers are on page 33. 
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FCARC Repeaters 
Frequency (MHz) Offset Tone Remarks 

145.330 - 0.600 MHz 100.0 Yeasu System Fusion 

145.690 Simplex  Yeasu System Fusion Analog Node 

146.760 -.600 MHz 100.0  

146.760 -.600 MHz 107.2 This is a receiver station at Oneida Heights. 

443.650 +5.000 MHz 100.0  

FCARC Member Repeaters 
Frequency (MHz) Offset Tone Remarks 

224.500  -1.6  100.0 1.25 m repeater owned by WJ9K 

1282.200 -12.0 146.2 23 cm repeater 

442.475 +5.0 146.2 70 cm repeater owned by AJ9L 

442.175 +5.0 100.0 70 cm repeater owned by WJ9K 

Net Name Frequency Schedule and Extra Information 

2-Meter 146.760 Wednesdays at 8:00 pm. Coordinator: John (KC9TFM)  

2-Meter Digital 145.330 First Tuesday of the month at 8:00 pm. You can also use the FCARC’s 
Fusion Room 40216, the W9ZL room. Coordinator:  Mike (KD9QHQ). 

2-Meter SSTV 146.760 Second Sunday of the month at 6:00 pm.  Coordinator:  Larry (WA9TT) 

70 cm  443.650 Last Tuesday of the month at 8:00 pm.  Coordinator:  Rod (K6ROD) 

222 Net 224.500 2nd Tuesday of the month. Coordinator:  Dave (KB9RPH) 

6-Meter 52.550 Third Tuesday of the month. Coordinator:  Larry (WA9TT) 

Morning Coffee Klatch 146.760 Monday, Wednesday, Friday at 9:30 am. 

FCARC Nets 

Elmer’s Contact List 
This is a listing of hams who are willing to help other hams out in special areas. Feel free to contact 

these fellow hams with any questions. Contact a board member to be an Elmer. 

Call / Name Specialty Area 

N9LVS - Dan FCC Personal Data Changes 

WA9TT- Larry SSTV (analog) 

N9AOT -Terry Wires X / Digital 

KB9AIT - Gary Wires X 

KC9YL- Anne CW 

W1GCS - Greg Net Control Operators 

WJ9K - Rick Getting on the Air 

KG9JP - KC Contesting 
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April 2026 
1 - 2 meter net 8 pm (WI4WD) 
4- Social Saturday 9 am & Fox Hunt 7:30 am 
7 - 2 meter digital net 8 pm 
8 - 2 meter net 8 pm (K6ROD) 
12 - 2 meter SSTV net 6 pm (TBD) 
13 - Board of Directors meeting 7 pm 
14 - 220 Mhz Monthly Net 8 pm 
15 - 2 meter net 8 pm (N9TNW) 
19 - General Membership Meeting 7 pm 
20 - 6 meter net 8 pm (TBD) 
22 - 2 meter net 8 pm (WI9MMM) 
25 - Walk MS Appleton 
28 - 70 cm net 8 pm (WI9MMM) 
29 - 2 meter net 8 pm (WA9TT) 
 

May 2026 
2- Social Saturday 9 am & Fox Hunt 7:30 am 
5 - 2 meter digital net 8 pm 
6 - 2 meter net 8 pm (AJ9L) 
9 - Appleton Sole Burner 5K Walk-Run 
10 - 2 meter SSTV net 6 pm (TBD) 
11 - Board of Directors meeting 7 pm 
12 - 220 Mhz Monthly Net 8 pm 
13 - 2 meter net 8 pm (KC9TFM) 
18 - General Membership Meeting 7 pm 
19 - 6 meter net 8 pm (TBD) 
20 - 2 meter net 8 pm (KE8KWF) 
26 - 70 cm net 8 pm (N9DU) 
27 - 2 meter net 8 pm (WI4WD) 
 

June 2026 
2 - 2 meter digital net 8 pm 
3 - 2 meter net 8 pm (K6ROD) 
6 - Social Saturday 9 am & Fox Hunt 7:30 am 
8 - Board of Directors meeting 7 pm 
9 - 220 Mhz Monthly Net 8 pm 
10 - 2 meter net 8 pm (N9TNW) 
13 - Appleton Flag Day Parade 
14 - 2 meter SSTV net 6 pm (TBD) 
15 - General Membership Meeting 7 pm 
16 - 6 meter net 8 pm (TBD) 
17 - 2 meter net 8 pm (WI9MMM) 
23 - 70 cm net 8 pm (N9DU) 
24 - 2 meter net 8 pm (WA9TT) 
 
 
 

FCARC Club Calendar 
 

January 2026 
1- Social Saturday 9 am & Fox Hunt 7:30 am 
6 - 2 meter digital net 8 pm 
7 - 2 meter net 8 pm (AJ9L) 
11 - 2 meter SSTV net 6 pm (TBD) 
12 - Board of Directors meeting 7 pm 
13 - 220 Mhz Monthly Net 8 pm 
14 - 2 meter net 8 pm (KC9TFM) 
19 - General Membership Meeting 7 pm 
20 - 6 meter net 8 pm (TBD) 
21 - 2 meter net 8 pm (KE8KWF) 
24 - Ham Radio License Exam (@ FVTC) 
27 - 70 cm net 8 pm (N9DU) 
28 - 2 meter net 8 pm (WI4WD) 
 

February 2026 
3 - 2 meter digital net 8 pm 
4 - 2 meter net 8 pm (K6ROD) 
7 - Social Saturday 9 am 
8 - Super Bowl Sunday 
8 - 2 meter SSTV net 6 pm (TBD) 
9 - Board of Directors meeting 7 pm 
10 - 220 Mhz Monthly Net 8 pm 
11 - 2 meter net 8 pm (N9TNW) 
17 - 6 meter net 8 pm (TBD) 
18 - 2 meter net 8 pm (WI9MMM) 
24 - 70 cm net 8 pm (KC9THF) 
25 - 2 meter net 8 pm (TBD) 
28 - FCARC Annual Banquet 
 

March 2026 
3 - 2 meter digital net 8 pm 
4 - 2 meter net 8 pm (WA9TT) 
7 - Social Saturday 9 am 
8 - Wisconsin QSO Party 1 pm 
8 - 2 meter SSTV net 6 pm (TBD) 
9 - Board of Directors meeting 7 pm 
10 - 220 Mhz Monthly Net 8 pm 
11 - 2 meter net 8 pm (AJ9L) 
16 - General Membership Meeting 7 pm 
17 - 6 meter net 8 pm (TBD) 
18 - 2 meter net 8 pm (KC9TFM) 
24 - 70 cm net (K6ROD) 
25 - 2 meter net 8 pm (KE8KWF) 

Calendar items in red require mem-
bership participation or volunteer 

support to make the event happen. 
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Submit your ideas for content, contributions, or items for 
sale for future editions of QSO’er to Gene Wall (KE8KWF) at 

ke8kwf@gmail.com.  There are no special formatting 
requirements.  All ideas are welcome.  Together we can make 

our newsletter a useful addition to your shack. 

Word Search Solution From Page 30.  
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