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On the cover:  The FCARC once again sponsored a ham radio station at EAA 
Airventure 2024 in the Kidventure area.  Each day volunteer operators demon-
strated various aspects of ham radio to youth and parents as they walked 
through the displays.  Joel (WI4WD) demonstrates his radio set on 20 meters 
to a wonderful family who stopped by to visit our booth.   
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Message From the Editor 

We Are All Ambassadors For Ham Radio 
By Gene Wall (KE8KWF) 
FCARC Secretary and QSO’er Editor 
 

In my previous life I had the opportunity to meet and work with  
abassadors that worked for the US State Department.  The term ambassador 
to me was the title I used when addressing these men and women represent-
ing the United States overseas.  I never paused to look up a definition for that 
an ambassador  
actually is. 
 
The Oxford dictionary offered two definitions.  For the purpose of this  edition of QSO’er, I’m choos-
ing to use the following:  “a person who acts as a representative or promoter of a specified activity.”   
 
Let’s apply this to something other than diplomats.  What about ham radio?  I submit that ham  
operators are by definition ambassadors of the hobby, the service, and science of communication.  
Let me offer a few pieces of evidence to support this claim. 
 
First, we just completed a successful week at EAA where we demonstrated the capabilities of ham 
radio operations to attendees of all ages.  We encouraged the youth who visited to get on the radio 
and try to make a contact.  Adults who know about ham radio had questions answered about the 
hobby.  If you were at EAA talking to visitors, you were an ambassador for the hobby.  You were 
promoting, educating, and acted on behalf of operators around the world as their representative. 
 
Next, what about your vehicles?  Do you have so many antennas on your vehicle that going 
through an automatic car wash is no longer an option for you?  What about personalized plates 
with you callsign?  All of these items promote a healthy amount of curiosity by those you pass on 
the road or park next to at the store.  Just being visible as an operator makes you an ambassador. 
 
If someone walked up to you and asked about your antennas, or license plate, could you give them 
an elevator speech (i.e. a 1-2 minute overview) to answer their questions, or will you launch into an 
extended discussion about wave propagation and solar storms?  As an ambassador to the hobby 
of ham radio and the science of communications, we all might consider thinking about what to say 
when these opportunities to represent the ham community unexpectedly present themselves.  I 
would offer the following starting point that I picked up from Bob (K0NR): 
 

“The Universal Purpose of Amateur Radio is to have fun messing around with radios. Of 
course, this takes many different forms: public service, emergency communications, chasing 
DX, chasing counties, competing in contests, building kits, running QRP…to name just a 
few.”  

 
Let me know what you think of this short explanation of what we do, and why we do it.  I hope you 
enjoy this months edition of QSO’er and as always, please let me know what I can do to help you 
get published. 
 
73, 
Gene 
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EAA Kidventure 2024 Recap 

(Above) Joel (WI4WD) was very persistent on 20-
meters despite having poor atmospheric conditions 
during the day, all week.  (Right) Andy (AJ9L) pre-
pares to open the HF station in the morning.  (Bottom 
Right) Terry (A9AOT) and Andy (AJ9L) take a break 
from the demonstrations for some camaraderie and 
taking in the wonderful weather.  (Bottom)  Jon 
(AB9AH) and Roger (AK4MI) await the opening of 
Kidventure at the CW demonstration. 

Over 460 volunteer hours were donated by FCARC members and 
other ham operators from around the country. 

 
165+ contacts were logged during the week-long event 

 
Over 350 visitors stopped by the CW and/or HF station to talk with 

our operators during the 7-day event. 
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EAA Kidventure 2024 Recap 
 

(Left)  Andy (AJ9L) assisted the young lady at the micro-
phone make her first contacts of the day.  Behind her is her 
grandfather who was just as excited about our demonstra-
tion than his granddaughter. 
 
(Below) Joel (WI4WD) walks a young operator through a 
short script to call CQ with the hopes of making a 20-meter 
contact. 

(Left) This young lady spent over three hours at our HF sta-
tion trying her best to make contacts.  She said this was “the 
best” activity in Kidventure.  Here, she is showing her young-
er sister and cousin how to call CQ. 
 
(Bottom Left) The young lady turns over the mic to her little 
brother and helps him read the script to call CQ. 
 
(Bottom Right)  Our youngest Elmer was our young lady 
pictured here.  She had no problem helping any youth that 
stepped up to the radio to get on the mic and call CQ. 
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EAA Kidventure 2024 Recap 

Ham radio is just as much of a 

family activity as it is an  

individual hobby.  We  

appreciated all of the parents 

who stopped by and  

encouraged their children to 

talk with us about ham radio. 
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(Top) Andy (AJ9L) helps a visitor to the CW station 
spell out his name in Morse Code.  (Top Right) Mike 
(KD9QHQ) works the 40-meter station.  In addition to 
40-meters, he also had 2-meter and 6-meter radios 
up and running.  (Right) Rick (WJ9K) attends to the 
CW station while Mike (KD9QHQ) looks on from be-
hind.   
 
(Below)  The group photo of an afternoon shift.  
(Standing L to R) Mike (KD9QHQ), Rick (WJ9K), 
Steve (KD9WYC), Andy (AJ9L), Joel (WI4WD).  
(Seated L to R) Jon (AB9AH), Valerie (Jon’s wife). 
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Member Spotlight 

Unfortunately we do not have a member spotlight for August.  It 
appears we are all just a little modest.  This section is intended to 
help us get to know one another.  Don’t be embarrassed or afraid 
to provide Gene some biographical information for this section of 
the newsletter.  He will ensure that you are introduced properly 
and protect your vital information. 

If you would like to share your own story, or recommend someone else for the member spotlight, contact Gene Wall at 
ke8kwf@gmail.com to arrange for publication in a future edition.  These stories are meant to help us get to know each 
other and inspire others based on our past experiences. 

The next FCARC General  
Membership meeting will be on  
Monday, September 16, 2024.   

The meeting starts at 7:00 pm at 
Maplewood Middle School.   
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Solar Cycle 25 Producing Record High Sunspot Numbers 
By: Frank Donovan, W3LPL 

ARRL Editor’s note: This article was written earlier in the week. The latest measurements show 
even higher numbers. See this week's K7RA Solar Report in The ARRL Letter for latest infor-
mation.  
 
Record High Solar Cycle 25 Solar Maximum Sunspot Numbers Have Improved HF Propagation 
Since Mid-July and Possibly Bringing Worldwide 6 Meter F2 Propagation This Fall. 
 
According to the NOAA Space Weather Prediction Center (SWPC), Solar Cycle 25 likely reached its 
highest sunspot number yet of at least 299 on August 8th. 
 
www.swpc.noaa.gov/news/solar-cycle-25-likely-reached-highest-sunspot-number-over-20-years 
 
The World Data Center - Sunspot Index and Long-Term Solar Observations (SILSO) publishes near
-real-time Estimated International Sunspot Number (EISN) reports based on its global network of 
reporting stations. Daily EISN reports during Solar Cycle 25 were consistently well below 200 until 
suddenly rising to 218 on July 14th and reaching 289 on July 18th, but then declining to 178 on July 
22nd.  
 
While occasional brief daily EISN increases are not unusual during solar maximum, after only five 
days, the daily EISN suddenly rose to 212 on July 27th reaching a Solar Cycle 25 record high 297 
on August 8th and remaining mostly well above 200 through this writing on August 11th.. Daily EISN 
reports are likely to remain well above 200 during most days through late September and possibly 
much longer. 
 
Since February 2002, worldwide 6-meter propagation has been mostly limited to sporadic occur-
rences of trans-equatorial propagation (TEP) near the equinox months and occasional sporadic-E 
propagation reaching many thousands of miles during June and July. Worldwide 6-meter F2 propa-
gation may again occur -- perhaps very frequently -- starting in late October 2024 if daily EISN re-
ports consistently remain well above 200. See www.sidc.be/SILSO/eisnplot. 
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Rohn Tower For Sale 
 

The exact height is unknown, but based on the photos it is  
estimated at 20-30 feet.  The Yagi on 
the top is for television.  The new 
owner of the home will not be using 
the antenna. 
 
The location is Lowell, 
Wisconsin 
 
Interested parties can 
contact Holly Cobb at 
(414) 736-2538 or 
email at 
4uholl@gmail.com to 
discuss price. 

60’ Rohn Tower For Sale 
 

Tower comes with rotor plate and thrust bearing. 
Location is in the Appleton, Wisconsin. 

Asking $900 
 

Contact Rick Kosiorek, WJ9K, for more information. 
 
Not familiar with a Rohn tower?  Here are some facts. 

The ROHN 45G is a true multi-use structure that  
provides excellent strength for applications up to 
300'. It is offered with heavy steel round legs to  
satisfy a variety of needs under varied conditions 
 
*Completely hot-dipped galvanized after fabrication. 
*Built on a 16-3/4" equilateral triangle design 
*High strength tubular legs joined by Zig-Zag® cross members 
*Continuous solid round steel bracing  
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Reprinted from On the Air Magazine 
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Reprinted from On the Air Magazine 
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FCARC Club Gear 
On sale now at  http://www.jse-repair.com  

Contact Jeff on his website for information on 
items that you don’t see, but would like.  He 
stocks and makes a wide variety of POTA  
clothing and flags, hats, club shirts, as well as  
radio covers. 

Social Saturday 
September 7, 2024 

9:00 am 
 

How many hams does it take to make a Social 
Saturday?  Just 2, although we’d love to have 

more! 
 

Our next Social Saturday is only a few weeks 
away.  Enjoy some great conversation, mentor-

ship, and live ragchew, with great food as  
a bonus. 

 
Golden Corral 

1169 North Westhill Blvd. 
Appleton, WI 54914  

 

FCARC welcomes your donations in sup-
port of our mission to serve amateur radio. 
As a 501(c)(3) organization, your dona-
tions are tax-deductible.  You can go to the 
FCARC website 
and click on the 
“Donate”  
button. 

If you have an item, rig, QSL card, or any-
thing related to Amateur Radio and want 
to share it with club members, bring it to 
the club meeting for SHOW AND TELL.   
 
A 2-3 minute section put into the agenda 

for fellow hams to share items they find useful or pro-
motes Amateur Radio. 

Meeting Information  

Maplewood Middle School 
 1600 Midway Road  

Menasha, WI  
 

Community Room 
Enter thru Door 17 

Meetings start at 7:00 PM 
 

Meetings are held on the third 
Monday of each month.  Check 
the FCARC calendar for  
details. 
 
The FCARC Board of Directors 
meets on the second Monday 
of each month at Maplewood 
Middle School.  Club members 
are welcome to attend. 

GOT QUESTIONS?  CALL our Google 
Voice Information Phone Number  

920-358-0118  

http://www.jse-repair.com/
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Next FCARC Ham Exam 

September 14, 2024 
 

Registration starts at 8 am and ends at 9 am. Preregistration is encouraged.  A gov-
ernment issued picture ID is required along with proof of your current license. Please 
see the ARRL.org website for license information and other forms of acceptable ID. 
The application requires a Federal Registration Number and a valid email address. 
FRN's can be obtained free of charge on the FCC.gov website in the ULS section. 
 
Details on each testing date will be posted on the FCARC website. 

Cell phones must be silenced and put away during exams. Non cell phone calculators 
are permitted. Programmable calculator memories must be cleared and are subject to 
examination by a VE. Cost of the exams are set by our VEC, the ARRL, at $15.  

If you fail an exam you may take a different version, time permitting, but you will be 
charged another $15. If you are successful you may take the next element during that  
session with no charge. 

If you have any questions concerning FCARC Exams or to preregister contact Rick 
Kosiorek at (920) 809-1010 or WJ9K.mail@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

From the guys who brought you misfit coils, Wolf  
River Coils LLC now has misfit collapsible whips. 

102 inch collapsible SS whips $15.00 or 3 for $40 

213 inch collapsible SS whips $25.00 

Now that Wolf River Coils LLC has incorporated a 
CNC Milling machine for coil production their supply 
of misfit coils is dwindling as we no longer create a 
misfit.  So if you ever wanted to purchase a misfit 
SB1000 or SB Mini now is the time because when 
they’re gone, they’re gone. 
 
SB1000 sells for $20.00 and the SB Mini sells for 
$15.00. 
 

mailto:WJ9K.mail@gmail.com
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Wisconsin Hamfest Schedule 

08/24/2024 - Circus City Swapfest 
Location: Baraboo, WI 
Sponsor: Yellow Thunder Amateur Radio Club 
Website: http://yellowthunder.org 

10/19/2024 - Hidden Valleys Amateur Radio 
Club 1st Annual Hamfest 
Location: Lancaster, WI 
Sponsor: Hidden Valleys Amateur Radio Club 

09/07/2024 - ORC Annual Regional Fall Swap-
fest 
Location: Cedarburg, WI 
Sponsor: Ozaukee Radio Club (ORC) 
Website: http://www.OzaukeeRadioClub.org 

11/02/2024 - Wisconsin ARES/RACES Confer-
ence 2024, ARRL Wisconsin State Convention 
Location: Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
Sponsor: WeComm Ltd 
Website: https://wi-arrl.org/ 

09/20/2024 - 09/21/2024 
HRO Superfest 
Location: Milwaukee, WI 
Sponsor: Ham Radio Outlet 

03/16/2025 - Tri-County WI HamFest 2025 
Location: Fort Atkinson, WI 
Sponsor: Tri-County Amateur Radio Club 
Website: https://www.W9MQB.org 

ARRL Student Membership 
ARRL Student Membership was established to increase youth participation and long-term involvement in amateur 
radio. Student members can access ARRL membership benefits including the digital versions of ARRL magazines, 
and the extensive courses and training materials available through the ARRL Learning Center. 
 
Please note: ARRL requires age verification for all student members. Parental/Guardian consent is required for applicants under 18 years of age. 
Student memberships are not eligible for add-on printed membership magazine subscriptions. Student membership benefits are subject to other re-
strictions and exclusions. 
 
Student Membership options: 

Option 1: Full Student Membership. Dues rate $30 per year. This low-cost membership option is available to US 
Amateur Radio licensees under the age of 26 years. Applicant must be a resident of the US, its possessions, or 
Puerto Rico. A full member may vote in ARRL elections for Division Director, Vice Director, and Section Manager. 
Other restrictions and exclusions may apply. 

 
Option 2: Free Student Membership. This no-cost, Associate membership op-
tion is available to full-time students aged 21 years or younger. Applicant must be 
a resident of the US, its possessions, or Puerto Rico. Free Student Membership  
excludes access to the ARRL E-mail Forwarding Service, and Associate mem-
bers may not vote in ARRL elections. Other restrictions and exclusions may ap-
ply. 
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FCARC Lending Library 
Chris Reitz, N9CVR 

Head Librarian 

The FCARC lending library is a repository of references, equipment, and supplies 
that club members are willing to loan out to other club members.  If you would like to 
borrow an item from the lending library contact the owner and arrange to borrow the 
item.  If you have something you would like to list in the lending library, contact Chris 
Reitz (N9CVR) to have your item listed. 
 

Library Catalog 
Current As Of 8/16/24 

Item Make Model Owner Notes 

Coax / Powerpole crimper   N9CVR 

contains all required tools for crimping coax and power-
pole ends, except wire stripper for powerpoles 

Power Meter Diamond SX-200 KD9UHZ 
 

RF Preamp Ameco PT-3 KD9UHZ 
 

Manual Antenna Tuner MFJ MFJ-945E KD9UHZ 
 

TDR pulse generator - - N9CVR 
For Time Domain Reflectometry 

TDR potentiometer - - N9CVR 

For finding characteristic impedance of TX line. Broken 
as of 2023.01.29, working on fixing. 

75m/40m NVIS dipole - - N9CVR 

Requires a tree or pole and some open space to deploy 

2m/70cm tape measure   N9CVR 
Portable, directional antenna. SO-239 connection. Good 

offset attenuator KC9ON  N9CVR 
for fox hunting 

20ft fishing pole   N9CVR Good for portable installations where trees don't exist 

misfit 213in whip Wolf River Coil  N9CVR 

Misfit whip - skinniest section doesn't go up (~6in). 3/8"-
24 threaded base 

Microbit v2 (x2) BBC Microbit N9CVR 

USB/Bluetooth Microcontroller with 2.4GHz radio capa-
bility and access to library of programs for it 

Antenna Analyzer MFJ 208 WI9MMM 
2m Only Antenna Analyzer 

2m mobile radio Yaesu FT-1500M N9CVR 
2m / Analog FM / 50W + WX. 

Code Practice Oscillator Pacific Antenna CPO N9CVR 

From club build day. There are 3 in my household, so 
feel free to borrow one! 

2m wattmeter/SWR meter Shurecom SW33 KD9TXA 
SMA connectors 

2m J-pole antenna - - KD9TXA 
SO239 connector 

Cable tester   KD9TXA 
For RJ45 and RJ-11 modular cables 

Modular connector crimper   KD9TXA 
For RJ45 and RJ-11 modular cables 

Coax crimper   KD9TXA 
For RG6 (75 ohm cable company coax) 

Tripod stand for J-pole   KD9TXA 
Ideal for field day. About 6ft height 

800W generator   KD9TXA 
Gasoline powered 
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The comic to the left was 
taken from the April 1962 

edition of “Radio  
Electronics”  

Try your luck at answering these HAM trivia questions. The answers are at the bottom. 

1. D)  A master oscillator, and power amplifier.       |  2.  A)  2 years     |  3. C)  Elephant cage    |      4.  B) double 
cotton covered     |   5.  A)  TRF 

What is MOPA? 
 
A) A slow cw operator.      B)   A mechanical printer aid.     C)  A printer appliance.       
D) A master oscillator, and power amplifier.  

2.  What is the grace period during which the FCC will renew an expired license?  
 
A) 2 years      B) 5 years      C) 10 years      D)  There is no grace period  

3. The common nickname for a Wullenweber HF/DF antenna is  
 
A) Bird nest      B) Birdcage      C) Elephant cage      D) Sterba curtain  

4.  Winding coils in the old days, sometimes we used a copper wire that was called DCC. What 
does DCC mean?  
 
A)  durable copper compound      B)   double cotton covered     C)  double copper core       
D)  dynamic copper compound  

5. What type of receiver are most 1926 Atwater-Kent radios ?  
 
A) TRF     B) Superregenerative      C)  Direct Conversion     D)  DDS 

"I worked on it until I finally forgot 
what it was I started to build." 
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FCARC Repeaters 

Frequency Offset Tone Remarks 

145.330 - 0.600 MHz 100.0 System Fusion 

146.760 -.600 MHz 100.0  

146.760 -.600 MHz 107.2 This is a receiver station at Oneida Heights. 

443.650 +5.000 MHz 100.0  

FCARC Member Repeaters 

Frequency Offset Tone Remarks 

224.500 -1.6 MHz 100.0  

Net Name Frequency Schedule and Extra Information 

2-Meter 146.760 Wednesdays at 8:00 pm. Contact John (KC9TFM) if you can be a net  
control operator. 

2-Meter Digital 145.330 First Tuesday of the month at 8:00 pm. You can also use the FCARC’s 
Fusion Room 40216, the W9ZL room. Contact Terry (N9AOT) if you 
can be a net control operator. 

2-Meter SSTV 146.760 Second Sunday of the month at 6:00 pm.  Contact Larry (WA9TT) if you 
can be a net control operator. 

222 224.500 2nd Tuesday of the month. Contact Dave (KB9RPH) if you can be a net 
control operator. 

6-Meter 52.550 Third Tuesday of the month. Contact Larry (WA9TT) if you can help be 
a net control operator. 

Morning Coffee Klatch 146.760 Monday, Wednesday, Friday at 9:30 am. 

FCARC Nets 

Logging Software For Your 
Shack 
N3FJP 

http://www.n3fjp.com/ 
 

N1MM Logger 
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/ 

 
WriteLog 

https://writelog.com/ 
 

TR Log 
http://www.trlog.com  

 
WinTest 

http://www.win-test.com/ 
 

SI by EI5DI 
http://www.ei5di.com/ 

 
DX Keeper 

http://www.dxlabsuite.com/dxkeeper/ 

Elmer’s Contact List 
This is a listing of HAMS who are willing to help other 

HAMS out in special areas. Feel free to contact these 

fellow HAMS with any questions. 

 

If you are interested in helping other hams and  

being an Elmer please contact a board member. 

Call / Name Specialty Area Phone 

N9LVS - Dan FCC Personal Da- 205-4899 

WA9TT- Larry SSTV (analog) 915-4499 

N9AOT -Terry Wires X / Digital 572-2937 

KB9AIT - Gary Wires X  

KC9YL- Anne CW 682-7978 

W1GCS - Greg Net Control Oper- 740-9408 

WJ9K - Rick Getting on the Air 809-1010 

KG9JP - KC Contesting 602-999-7341 
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FCARC Club Calendar 

August 2024 
3 - Social Saturday 
6 - 2 meter digital net (WI9MMM) 8 pm 
7 - 2 meter net (WA9TT) 8 pm 
11 - 2 meter SSTV net (WI9MMM) 6 pm 
12 - Board of Directors meeting 7 pm 
13 - 220 Mhz Monthly Net 8 pm 
14 - 2 meter net (WI9MMM) 8 pm 
17 - FCARC Picnic & Fox Hunt 11 am 
20 - 6 meter net 8 pm 
21 - 2 meter net (KC9THF) 8 pm 
28 - 2 meter net (W9SJO) 8 pm 
 

September 2024 
2 - Labor Day 
3 - 2 meter digital net (AB9AH) 8 pm 
4 - 2 meter net (KE8KWF) 8 pm 
7 - Social Saturday & Fox Hunt 
9 - Board of Directors meeting 7 pm 
10 - 220 Mhz Monthly Net 8 pm 
11 - 2 meter net (WI4WD) 8 pm 
14 - Amateur Radio License Exam 
15 - 2 meter SSTV net (WI9MMM) 6 pm 
16 - General Membership Meeting 7pm 
17 - 6 meter net 8 pm 
18 - 2 meter net (KC9TFM) 8 pm 
21 - WIPOTA 
25 - 2 meter net (WA9TT) 8 pm 
 

October 2024 
1 - 2 meter digital net (WI4WD) 8 pm 
2 - 2 meter net (WI9MMM) 8 pm 
5 - Social Saturday & Fox Hunt 
8 - 220 Mhz Monthly Net 8 pm 
9 - 2 meter net (KC9THF) 8 pm 
13 - 2 meter SSTV net (WA9TT) 6 pm 
14 - Board of Directors meeting 7 pm 
16 - 2 meter net (W9SJO) 8 pm 
21 - General Membership Meeting 7pm 
22 - 6 meter net 8 pm 
23 - 2 meter net (KE8KWF) 8 pm 
30 - 2 meter net (WI4WD) 8 pm 
31 - Halloween 

November 2024 
2 - Social Saturday 
3 - Hamfest 
3 - Amateur Radio License Exam 
5 - 2 meter digital net (WA9TT) 8 pm 
6 - 2 meter net (KC9TFM) 8 pm 
10 - 2 meter SSTV net (KB9YUC) 6 pm 
11 - Board of Directors meeting 7 pm 
12 - 220 Mhz Monthly Net 8 pm 
13 - 2 meter net (WA9TT) 8 pm 
18 - General Membership Meeting 7 pm 
19 - 6 meter net (WI4WD) 8 pm 
20 - 2 meter net (WI9MMM) 8 pm 
21 - Thanksgiving 
27 - 2 meter net (KC9THF) 8 pm 
 

December 2024 
3 - 2 meter digital net (KB9AIT) 8 pm 
4 - 2 meter net (W9SJO) 8 pm 
7 - Social Saturday & Fox Hunt 
8 - 2 meter SSTV net (WI9MMM) 6 pm 
9 - Board of Directors meeting 7 pm 
10 - 220 Mhz Monthly Net 8 pm 
11 - 2 meter net (KE8KWF) 8 pm 
16 - General Membership Meeting 7 pm 
17 - 6 meter net (KB9AIT) 8 pm 
18 - 2 meter net (WI4WD) 8 pm 
25 - Christmas 
31 - New Year’s Eve 
 

January 2025 
1 - New Year’s Day 
1 - 2 meter net 8 pm 
4 - Social Saturday & Fox Hunt 
7 - 2 meter digital net 8 pm 
8 - 2 meter net 8 pm 
7 - Social Saturday & Fox Hunt 
12 - 2 meter SSTV net 6 pm 
13 - Board of Directors meeting 7 pm 
14 - 220 Mhz Monthly Net 8 pm 
15 - 2 meter net 8 pm 
20 - General Membership Meeting 7 pm 
21 - 6 meter net 8 pm 
22 - 2 meter net 8 pm 
29 - 2 meter net 8 pm 
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